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VIEWS AND NEWS 


b] 


‘To sketch your world exactly as it goes... 


COMMERCIAL undertakings like Eastern Electricity are judged largely by their 

financial position. For 1959-60, we received three and three-quarter millions 
of pounds more than we spent and therefore, by Mr. Micawber’s reckoning . . . 
and everyone else’s . . . we are managing wisely. We’ve put aside a million against 
taxation, another million against depreciation and the remainder has been ‘‘ploughed 
back’’, as the accountants put it, to help finance our ever-expanding capital needs. 

There are other standards by which our efforts can be considered and one of the 
most important is that of service to the public. All trading concerns, no doubt, 
like to think that they provide a service to those who buy their products; the 
primary function of the electricity supply industry is to provide electricity to 
industry, commerce and the home and it is in its tradition that, whatever the 
difficulties, that supply will be maintained. The selling of electrical apparatus, 
while important, arises from acceptance of the first responsibility. So Eastern 
Electricity is essentially an organisation which provides a SERVICE (it deserves capital 
letters) and it is as well to see what that service was for 1959-60. 

We provided more electricity than in the previous year. That means that people 
in factories, in shops, in offices and in their hemes, had more light, more power and 
more warmth for their work, their well-being and entertainment. A good thing, 
you think? We think so, too. 

We have put back more money into the business and that means we shall need 
to borrow less to pay for the electricity wanted in the rural areas, in the new towns, 
in new factories and for reinforcements. As a consequence, hopes of stabilising 
prices are strong. Another good thing? Certainly. 

The management has managed even more efficiently and our internal costs are 
now about one-eighth of the total cost of electricity, compared with one-fifth. 
Also good? Undoubtedly. 

During the year, engineers have been developing the technique of live line 
working so that, when there are new consumers to be connected, supplies to 
existing customers need not be interrupted. Other “‘boffins” have been working 
on system control, which is designed to improve service, and on devices aimed at 
reducing the time taken to locate and repair breakdowns. Unmanned sub-stations, 
thanks to pioneer work by such men as Eric Macqueen have long been able to 
telephone control by means of a gramophone record; now chey can “‘answer back”’ 
when the controller dials their number. 

Rural electrification is one of the most important of our services and the work 
of bringing electricity to the countryside has proceeded so rapidly that the end is 
in sight. Our target for 1961 was 85 per cent but we are ahead of schedule. In 
terms of service to the public, therefore, as well as in those of money, Eastern 
Electricity may claim to be doing its job satisfactorily. 
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THE ANNUAL REPORT 


Eastern Electricity’s annual 
report for the year 1959-60 has 
been issued simultaneously 
with the printing of this 
magazine and with each 
copy we are sending out a 
pamphlet detailing the most 
important results of the year’s 


working. 


at Tottenham 


An Unusual Gas Conversion 


Appointment with N.E.C.T.A. “y HE Tottenham commercial department has recently 


completed an unusual electrical installation for a local 


R. DENIS JONES, Assoc.I.E.E., who has been in 

charge of the Eastern Electricity’s Sales Training 
Establishment since its inception in 1955, has joined 
N.E.C.T.A. where he will be responsible for strengthening 
the Association’s contacts with members and deciding in 
which ways help can best be given with local publicity, 
display and staff training. 

It is intended that a sales training scheme be set up in 
the form which seems most advisable and acceptable to 
members. 

Mr. Jones started his career in the contracting field but 
joined the commercial department of the Northmet Power 
Company before the war and held the position of district 
commercial engineer in various districts before engaging 
full-time in staff training. He served as electrical officer 
R.N.V.R. during the war. 


factory engaged on impregnating paper containers. 

Mr. E. J. Westaway, 1st assistant to the commercial 
engineer and Mr. A. H. Lines, commercial assistant, 
prepared the detailed specification for converting five wax 
tanks previously heated by gas to electricity. Each wax 
tank was filled with two 3 kW tubular grid elements and 
two rod type thermostats; one thermostat was adjusted 
approximately to 5°F above working temperature to 
operate as a safety slat and the other for operation at 
normal working temperature. 

The installation is controlled by a 30-amp contactor and 
a three heat switch provided to series connect the heating 
elements during peak load periods so limiting the consumer 
increase in maximum demand. The installation has resulted 
in improved working conditions and the process is already 
showing a reduction in running costs. 


Dramatic new building 


for Basildon 
And a £21,000 contract for us! 


Basildon Corporation has awarded Eastern Electricity the contract worth 
over £21,000, for the entire electrical installation, including floor warming, in 


their fourteen-storey block of flats in the Town Centre. 


R. C. T. MELLING once said that electricity had been 

responsible for the clean and silent industrial revolution 
in contrast to the dirty and noisy upheaval of the nineteenth 
century. ‘This new revolution has been largely concerned 
with factories but now it is making itself felt in the general 
pattern of people’s lives and the new town corporations, 
more than any other agency have been responsible for 
expressing its effects in concrete and bricks and landscapes. 
Of those corporations, Basildon has been among the most 
enterprising. Where else in England, for example, can you 
shop almost completely under cover and where else can you 
find parking space for your car close to the shops you are 
patronising? You can enjoy both these conditions in the 
Basildon new town centre and, in a few months’ time, 
you'll be able to do so against the background of dramatic 
architecture. 

On the front cover this month we reproduce an artist’s 
sketch perspective of this new dominating feature for the 
already handsome square. It is a fourteen-storey block of 
eighty-four flats which will stand on eight concrete pilotis 
or legs, the first floor being twenty-seven feet above the 
ground. The total height of the building is one hundred and 
sixty feet. | 

The thinking behind this daring and magnificent piece 
of architecture is comparable to that behind other innova- 


Mr. K. H. Quincey: 


Responsible for technical 
work associated with the 
mains, in conjunction with 
the Sub-Area Engineer’s 
Department and Sub-Area 
Commercial Officer’s De- 
partment. 


tions of the Basildon corporation; it is original and dictated 
by the resolve to provide the best possible buildings. In a 
few months’ time, for instance, the new town will have the 
first surface-warmed bridge over a railway in England. 

At an early stage in the design of the lower block, 
consideration was given to the alternatives of gas and 
electricity for space and water heating, but following 
consultations, the Corporation decided to use electricity 
for both. The building will have good thermal insulation 
and the builders will use two-inch permanent wood- 
wool shuttering to the entire concrete shell and internally 
between the flats with double glazing to all windows. 
We have been asked to provide a temperature in the 
flats themselves of 60°F (when the ambient tempera- 
ture is 30°F) and the loading in the smaller flats will 
range from 2-6 to 3-7 kW and in the larger between 3:6 
and 5:4 kW. ‘The total load for under-floor heating will be 
320 kW and a combined radiant and convector heater will 


14 Storeys High . 
The picture on the 


front cover is the 
architect’s sketch of 
the block of flats, 
reproduced by per- 
mission of the Basil- 
don Development 
Corporation. 


be provided in all living rooms. For water heating twenty- 
five gallon combination tanks with 3 kW immersion heaters 
are being installed in each flat, together with a 2:5 kW 
drying unit for clothes in each of the specially constructed 
kitchen cupboards. 

Besides a cooker point the Corporation will also provide 


Mr. A. N. Cumberland: 


Responsible for the tech- 
nical work associated with 
the floor warming. 


Mr. E. R. Feather: 


Responsible for co-ordinat- 
ing all estimates for floor 
warming, apparatus, wir- 
ing and mains. 


adequate lighting and socket outlet installations, as well as 
television, radio and telephone points. 

The design and layout of the entire electrical installation 
and the preparation of the specification has been done by 
the Southend district of Eastern Electricity and the Essex 
sub-area and the job has provided interesting and informa- 
tive problems for Mr. Bonnet at Brentwood and Mr. 
Quincey, Mr. Feather and Mr. Cumberland of Southend. 

M.1I.C.C. cable has been chosen for wiring inside the 
tower block for a threefold reason. M.I.C.C. cable is 
impervious to the kind of temperatures that will be reached; 
if conduit were used it would have to be a fully withdrawable 
system and with the high loading an additional two inches 
of blinding on each intermediate floor would have been 
necessary to cover conduit runs. ‘Thirdly, by using M.I.C.C. 
cables, the whole of the flat installations can be prefabricated 
and all wiring for floor level points in one flat, together 
with the ceiling points of the flat below, can be laid loosely 
on the blinded pot floor and be covered by the thermal and 
sound proofing fibreglass quilt which will allow them to 
move with any movement of the building. All external, 
basement and garage wiring will be in galvanised screwed 
conduit and P.V.C. cable, whilst for the floor heating cables 
‘“‘Ashatherm” was chosen. 

From the rising mains in each flat cables will be run to a 
meter cupboard opening into the access corridor to enable 
meters to be read without having access to the flats. ‘The 
five core cables will give tenants complete freedom of 
choice on tariffs. A consumer’s unit to house the normal 
and floor warming control gear is especially designed for 
siting in the kitchens adjacent to the rising mains. 


The Districts No. | 
ENFIELD 


The thirty-one districts which make up five of 
Eastern Electricity’s sub-areas and the twelve 
branches in the Fens represent our forces in the 
field. They are in direct touch with the public, 
for whom they provide and maintain supplies and 
to whom they give a twenty-four hour service. 
Each of the districts and branches is a separate 
entity with its own characteristics, its history and 
its romance and with many employees who have 
grown up with the industry and to whom it is an 
integral part of their lives as well as a means of 
employment. With the object of presenting these 
important parts of the Board to each other, we shall 
print month by month an appreciation of a district 
or a branch; this month we make a start with 
Enfield. 


fF LECTRICITY came to Enfield fifty-four years ago 

and like so many other towns the trams were responsible: 
Metropolitan Electric Tramways were running a service to 
the town and they wanted electricity; the Northmetro- 
politan Electric Power Distribution Company provided it. 
What more natural, therefore, than electricity should be 
used for domestic and commercial purposes. At the 
beginning there were less than a hundred consumers 
taking direct current at 240/480 volts and the supply went 
mostly to shops in the High Street and to some houses in 
The Ridgeway. In those early days Enfield Urban District 
Council administered the affairs of several villages including 
Ponders End, Enfield Highway, Enfield Lock, Freezewater 
and Fortyhill and the power came from the still existing 
Brimsdown power station. In the twenties supply was first 
given in the adjacent Urban District of Cheshunt and 
Waltham Holy Cross then very rural. There is very little 
change in essence today because many villages have 
retained their character and although Enfield is part of 


J. W. Clark, first assistant D.C.E., with forty years, and Mr. 
W. Buckenham, foreman, with thirty-eight years’ service, 
admiring a collection of long service certificates. 


greater London, it has no decided urban atmosphere; 
much is still country with the urban amenities. 

Most of the industry in the fifty-two square miles which 
now makes up Eastern Electricity’s Enfield district is 
concerned with electricity. The Ediswan (now A.E.lI.) 
Company has been here since 1881 and the names of the 
other concerns are also household words. ‘Thorn’s, 
Belling’s, and Sangamo Weston are known to everyone 
who uses electricity; probably to the few who don’t. ‘The 
Enfield Rolling Mills and Enfield Cables are internationally 
famous. 
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Mr. “Sammy” Lejeune, Mr. A. T. Durbridge and Eastern 
Electricity’s editor, talk about Enfield. 


The source of most of the information about Enfield and 
its early electricity supplies was from Mr. 5. M. Lejeune, 
and it was he who told us that the Northmet Company 
established their first sub-station at Ladysmith Road, 
Enfield, laying down 11,000 volt feeders for this purpose. 
Quoting Mr. Lejeune: 

“Enfield, up to the second world war, was largely 
occupied by market gardeners who had moved from 
Edmonton in the path of urban expansion; now the cycle 


H. E. Reffell, engineering 
records clerk, has 
thirty-seven years’ service. 


Albert Holt, installation 
inspector, has forty-one 
years’ service. 


has been repeated and the market gardeners have gone to 
Hoddesdon. Nursery land has been developed for housing 
both by private enterprise and by the Councils. The 
Enfield Council, for instance, have put up three thousand 
dwellings since the war.” 

Enfield is not a place where luxury living is normal; 
true there are some very good houses but the majority of 
dwellings up to the thirties were substandard and built to 
the density of about thirty-two to the acre. 78 per cent of 
them had a floor area of less than a thousand square feet. 
Now the quality is rising and so fortunately 1s the average 
domestic consumption. 

So much for Enfield and its characteristics as a collection 
of small villages. Now for some “home” information. 

People in the electricity supply industry go to Enfield, 
look at it... and stay a long time. The first resident 
engineer was Mr. A. H. Bennett, still vigorous at 81. ‘lhe 
present deputy manager of the Northmet sub-area, Mr. 
W. M. Maynard, came in the twenties and as District 
Superintendent took over in 1935. Between them these 


two men built up a reputation which Enfield district still 
possesses, a reputation of service to the public. The heavy 
industrial load was developed as much by the efforts of 
their personalities as by the obvious benefits which electric- 
ity could bring; their association with the managers of the 
industrial concerns was personal and to a large extent it 
remains so today. 

Mr. F. H. Long, present manager at Wembley, came to 
Enfield in 1948 and Mr. A. 'T. Durbridge, formerly at 
Harrow, has succeeded in the last few years. 

Enfield district has two showrooms, one in Church Street, 
Enfield, and the other at Waltham Cross. About 1922 there 
was a small shop opposite the present Church Street 
premises where Mr. A. H. Bennett and his staff of three 
or four were to be found, for electricity brought about its 
clean silent industrial, commercial and domestic revolution 
slowly. It was not until 1934 that Enfield really started to 
grow electrically and the development since those years has 


Eighteen-year-old 
telephone operator, 
Anita Tucker. 


J. Sparrow, a jointer at his 
job. 


been dramatic. Mr. Durbridge summarises this achieve- 
ment: 

‘We have 278 staff,” he said, “‘and through their efforts 
we have managed to sell 317 million units in the year, 104 
million of them being to private houses; in one year alone 
the consumption has gone up by nearly 10 per cent and in 
twenty-four months we have doubled our turnover.” 

Yet the relationship with many large users is still 
personal. Mr. Lejeune is “Sammy” to Council officers, 
builders and industrialists; Mr. K. Harris, the D.C.E., 
is better known as “‘Ken’’. 

Enfield district is very proud of another record. The 
sales from their Church Street showrooms are higher than 
any other showroom in the sub-area. 

We said earlier that people stayed with the: Enfield 
district. Round the walls of the offices there are a dozen 
or more long service certificates and before the present 
decade is out there will be a lot more. Long service is 
usually a sign of a contented staff and an efficient staff; 
that is certainly true of Enfield. 


Mr. T. Burns who lives in Great Yarmouth writes: 


This is true. It happened before the first world war. 
I was waiting to see an engineer in the old showrooms 
of the Hackney Borough Council’s Electricity’s depart- 
ment in Mare Street when an old Jewish lady came in 
and berated the salesman about her cooker. She told 
him to take it away because it was no good. Pressed to 
explain the trouble, she replied that she had used two 
boxes of matches and still couldn’t get the hot plate 
to light! 


Floor warmed 
chalets 


Old and Needy to Have Them at Dereham 


Vi R. HAROLD DAINE, formerly of Dereham and 
now the first assistant to Mr. A. G. Whitehorne, the 
district commercial engineer at Norwich, and Mr. J. 
Topliss, formerly a student apprentice and now a sales 
representative, have been busy recently on an unusual 
job of work. Mr. Daine has designed a floor warming 
heating system for fifty-four chalets which Potter Bros., 
builders and contractors of Yaxham Road, East Dereham, 
are going to build in the grounds of Etling Grange, 
Dereham. The chalets are to be occupied by old and needy 
people and the Grange itself is being adapted to act as the 
centre for a resident nursery staff. Each of the chalets will 
be self-contained and as well as being electrically warmed, 
will contain an electric water heater and an electric imita- 
tion coal fire. With the individual loading of 4 kW the 
chalets have a total floor warming loading of 216 kW. 

Mr. Topliss is at the moment working on a scheme for 
heating the Grange with off-peak electricity and he antici- 
pates that the load would be about 30 kW. One of the 
unusual features is that there will be heating on the veranda 
of the house. 

The chalets when they are completed will be a good 
example of what can be achieved by a determined builder 
with vision and with more than a touch of altruism. Local 
authorities have, on occasion, made provision for old 
people but it has not been done on anything like the scale 
necessary to deal with the demand. Potter Bros.’ venture 
will provide a standard of comfort for the old people of 
Dereham for which they will be very grateful. 


A box for fuses and 
switches 


How Bedford Developed a Service Unit 


VEN in modern houses the meters and fuse boxes of 

the electrical installations are not the most sightly of 
things and the builder and the electrical contractors 
usually hide them away in a cupboard. When the Bedford 
corporation built several large blocks of flats they decided 
that this sort of finish to an otherwise perfect installation 
wasn’t good enough and Mr. F. C. Cox, first assistant to 
Mr. A. B. Boxall, the district commercial engineer of 
Bedford, set to work to design a container. He worked in 
conjunction with the borough architect and with Messrs. 
Mantel of Walworth and from these deliberations the 
special Mantel service unit has been manufactured. Each 
unit, which outwardly appears as a metal box, contains the 
service cutouts, the contactor for off-peak control and the 
consumer’s main switches, fuses and time switch. ‘The 
units are so installed in the flats that no connecting wires 
are accessible outside them. Small cupboards for housing 
these units have been provided in the corridor to each flat 
but outside the flat entrance to give access for meter 
reading or fuse replacement. 

Other authorities and private builders contemplating 
erecting flats would find the small expense of these units 
worth while. 


Some of Fens team. 


(Top: left to right): H. Jakes, 4th assistant engineer (Survey), G. Dearman, senior assistant 
engineer (Construction), P. G. H. Bartram, wayleave officer. (Centre): H. T. Ransley, sub- 


POWER 
FOR 
THE 

COUNTRY- 
SIDE 


From planner 
to the 
consumer 


area engineer. (Bottom: left to right): D. O. Ash, senior assistant engineer (Planning and 
Development), H. Smith, overhead line foreman, E. A. Holland, agricultural engineer, E. G. 


Davies, 3rd assistant engineer (Planning and Development). 


RURAL electrification is fair game for anyone. It 1s 

discussed in Parliament, correspondents fume about it 
in newspapers and it is even a subject for schoolchildren’s 
essays. A great deal of fancy and fiction has been both 
spoken and written about it but what you rarely hear or 
read is just how much we have done in this job of bringing 
power and light to the villages and how little, comparatively, 
remains to be done. Eastern Electricity, for instance, has 
spent eight millions on rural electrification in twelve years 
and at least 80 per cent of their bit of England is electrified. 

Unfortunately for us everyone is an expert on how to 
electrify the countryside, including the old farmer who said 
that all that was necessary to give him electricity was to 
run “‘a bit of wire down from the overhead lines near his 
house (132,000 volts) and the job was done’. There is a 
bit more to it than that! Months of planning and of 
negotiation are necessary before the order can be given for 
a scheme of supply to be proceeded with. Now for some 
examples of what we have done. In Suffolk, for instance, 
the Wix scheme has been completed. Seventy-six premises 
have electricity for the first time, including thirty-two farms. 
We had to use twenty-two thousand yards of high voltage 
cable, together with five thousand yards of low voltage as 
well as doing a bit of 11,000 volt reconstruction work. 
Thirty-four transformers had to be used. 

The Redlingfield and Cranley Green scheme has also 
been completed and this means that thirty-five farms, 
forty-nine cottages, nine council houses, three churches, 
two public houses and three shops can now switch on. For 
that we had to use twenty-one thousand yards of 11,000 
volt cable and six thousand three hundred yards of low 
voltage mains as well as thirty-three transformers. A 


smaller scheme in the Abbey Farm area of Leiston has been 
completed; work is going ahead in erecting new 33,000 
volt lines between Kenninghall and Diss and between 
Leiston and Sizewell which both help the rural supply 
position. 

People who live in deep Suffolk or Norfolk or in the Fens 
or in any other part of the Board’s area for that matter 
which is called “the countryside” get furious with us if 
we don’t arrive with poles and coils of wire the morning 
after the receipt of their postcard saying they want 
electricity. 

As an explanation to our impatient would-be con- 
sumers, we asked the Fens sub-area engineer, Mr. H. T. 
Ransley, what had been involved in the preparation of a 
scheme to provide supplies to an area southwest of March 
known as the Botany Bay Farms. 

He told us that the first step was for the engineers and 
their commercial colleagues to determine which properties 
were to be included in the schemes. When it was decided 
that ten farms, twenty-seven houses and a pumping station 
would be included a canvass had then to be made to find out: 
(a) whether the potential consumers wanted electricity 
(sometimes they refuse), and (6) what kind and how much 
apparatus they would use. 

The engineers then worked out their scheme on a map 
and in the case of Botany Bay Farms it was found that four 
miles of high voltage line, 15 pole-mounted transformers 
and nearly three-quarters of a mile of low voltage lines 
were required. So far, so good. 

A much longer process now begins. Plans must be 
submitted to local authorities, county planning officers, 
the G.P.O. and other bodies, and it might be two months 


Suffolk has a ‘‘Trouble Truck’’ 


UFFOLK sub-area has a four-wheel drive Land Rover 

which the engineers call a “trouble truck” and Mr. A. J. 
Ruddock, operation and maintenance engineer of Suffolk 
Sub-Area, and Mr. R. S. Lang, the engineer in charge 
at Woodland sub-station, regard it as one of the most 
valuable vehicles in their service. ‘The word “‘trouble’’, 
we learned, after we had careered round the twisting lanes 
leading to Mendlesham Green and located the truck with 
its crew of four, applies to its function and not to its 
performance. Like all Land Rovers, the truck can tackle 
every job that a small lorry could undertake and quite a 
number that would call for a caterpillar track. 

Mr. E. ‘Taylor, one of the sub-area’s charge hands, who 
lives at Harleston Green, is responsible for the trouble 
truck and his “‘gang”’ consists of Mr. E. Lodge of Stow- 


market, Mr. C. Matthews of Rattlesden and Mr. T. Smith 
of Needham Market, and when we caught up with them 
they were engaged on routine inspection of overhead lines. 
A switch had tripped out and had gone back and the 
trouble truck’s crew were endeavouring to find the cause. 
They are equipped for all kinds of overhead line work and 
in the trailer attached to the Land Rover, they carry 
supplies of every kind of line used in the sub-area, including 
the comparatively new plastic covered cable. 

“We have all been trained in live-line working,” said 
Mr. ‘Taylor, ‘‘and we’ve done quite a bit of this kind of 
work.” 

If an overhead cable breaks, the Trouble 'Truck’s crew 
can repair it; if a pole-type transformer is struck by 
lightning, it can be replaced. Broken insulators, damaged. 
by lightning, birds or by small boys with catapults are 
all in the day’s work. 

The trouble truck is fitted with radio and, with the new 
Dennington ultra high frequency cum very high frequency 
station, contact can be maintained all over the sub-area. 
Control is from Woodland sub-station. 


or more before all these formalities are cleared. In the 
meantime work is going ahead in obtaining wayleaves from 
owners and tenants and, again, this can be a long job. 
Finally there comes the survey and the drawing up of 
material schedules. 

And so, perhaps four to six months after the engineers 
and their commercial colleagues first get together, all 
preparation work is complete, ready to pass to the con- 
struction engineer. 

Next month: The construction engineer’s work. 


Tom Rust 


Norfolk 


PICTURES IN THE ICING 


How They Advertised at Ipswich 


ERE is a novel idea for decorating birthday cakes. 

Make a base on the top of the cake with marzipan and, 
using a tracing from a photograph of the celibrant, sketch 
the face on the surface in the least number of lines possible. 
The hair can be made in yellow marzipan and angelica 
can be used for the mouth and nostrils, currants doing duty 
for the eyes. ‘The complexion is painted on with a suitable 
food colouring and the ears look all the better by colouring 
with some gravy browning. This idea comes from Miss G. 
M. Bussey who is the senior demonstrator for Eastern 
Electricity at their Ipswich showrooms and she recently 
made a cake of this pattern using as the illustration the 
little boy who is featured in the Board’s advertising. She 
tells us that she put the cake in their Crown Street windows 
and offered it as a prize to the housewife who could guess 


Miss G. M. Bussey 


Cakes with a message in 
Ipswich showrooms. 


its weight. It was won by Mrs. Pipe of Brunswick Road, 
Ipswich, who guessed the exact weight of 5 lbs. 5 ozs.; 
this win was very timely because a member of Mrs. Pipe’s 
family was celebrating a birthday. 

Miss Bussey, with the help of Miss S. Mastin who is a 
demonstrator at Ipswich showrooms, also made a series 
of little cakes each of which had a letter of the alphabet for 
decoration and they were so arranged in the showroom 
window to spell our advertising slogan, “Get up to date, 
go electric’. 
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TEN 
THOUSAND 
TIMES! 


How to Test Switches 


N EXT time you want a new switch insist upon operating 

it ten thousand times before you pay for it. If it breaks, 
don’t have it. Nice advice, no doubt, but hopelessly 
impracticable. When you buy appliances you have to take 
the manufacturers’ word that they’ll reach a ripe old age 
under ordinary use. Or you do, if you are unwise enough 
not to trade with Eastern Electricity’s showrooms. Buy a 
switch or a fire or even a cooker or a refrigerator from any 
one of the one hundred and fifty showrooms in the Board’s 
area and you can be certain that the prototypes were taken 
to pieces and subjected to merciless tests by a couple of 
gentlemen who spend their working life in a comparatively 
small building in Wood Green. They are Mr. E. C. 
Hammond and Mr. W. Williams, respectively the engineer 
in charge and the assistant engineer, of the Testing House. 
‘Take the case of a switch, for instance. A device has been 
developed and is in constant use at Wood Green which 
tests new switches of all types by operating them, electrically 


1. Testing an earth leakage circuit breaker. 
2. A washing machine in use. 

3. An apprentice dismantles a fire-lighter. 
4. A new floor polisher. 

5. Using a probe on an electric fire. 

6. A spin dryer on test. 

7. Making toast in a cooker. 

8. The articulated finger in use on a fire. 


and mechanically, over ten thousand times. If the switch 
stands up to that treatment, Eastern Electricity will consent 
to sell it. Sometimes the switch, depending upon its 
employment, is subjected to twelve, fourteen or even 
eighteen thousand operations before it is deemed satisfactory. 

Visiting Wood Green recently we asked Mr. Hammond 
what he did when a new appliance was delivered for testing. 

““‘We examine it carefully,” he said, ‘and then we take 
it to pieces.” 

We asked what happened if the casing was rivetted 
instead of bolted and he replied that the rivets were just 
punched out. 

‘““We must examine all working parts,’’ he said, ‘‘and you 
cannot do that with most electrical appliances unless you 
take them to pieces. We tell manufacturers that we cannot 
guarantee that the specimen appliances will be returned 
in exactly the same condition in which we received them 
but since they all realise that we are only trying to satisfy 
ourselves that the public are getting a safe and worthwhile 
article, we get few complaints.”’ 

Safety is the most important consideration for the 
engineers at the Testing House. They drape a piece of 
flannelette over the guard of all electric fires and if it flies 
afire in less than ten seconds the appliance goes back to 
the manufacturer with a request for modification. 

There is a device known to electrical engineers as an 


automatic circuit breaker. Mr. Hammond said that it 
was a very good substitute for a fuse particularly as some 
householders had formed the dangerous habit of replacing 
fuses with nails, hair-curlers, spring clips and even silver 
paper from cigarette packets. 

“You cannot do that with a circuit breaker,” he said, 
“and we would like to see them fitted to apparatus in the 
home which uses a fair amount of current. Of course we 
test the circuit breakers themselves and we pass currents 
ranging from 1,000 to 3,500 volts through them to see if 
they will break down.”’ 

Some electrical appliances become hot in use and it is 
Mr. Hammond’s job to see that they don’t get too hot. 
Handles and switch dollies, for instance, are tested with a 
sensitive probe which gives a reading on a thermometer. 
If the reading is too high then the manufacturer is asked 
to do something about it. 

“Mushroom” firms are as common in the electrical 
industry as they are anywhere else and they produce some 
strange devices. One water heater which the Testing 
House examined certainly produced hot water but the 
user stood a reasonable chance of electrocution because 
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the water became “alive”; there was also an ingenious 
mouse trap which would kill the mouse, and perhaps, the 
householder, too! 

Nothing like that gets past Messrs. Hammond and 
Williams! 


SEVENTY MILLIONS IN CASH! 


Eastern Electricity is “Big Business” 


FE ASTERN Electricity with a turnover of over seventy 
million pounds a year is “Big Business’! 

Even in these days when it is possible to win a third of a 
million for about two-pence on a football pool, seventy 
million pounds is still an enormous sum of money. For 
those whose memories go back so far, it represents a 


Mr. F. S. Grindrod 


quarter of a pre-1914 budget for the whole of the country. 

We asked Mr. F. S. Grindrod, Eastern Electricity’s 
Chief Accountant, just what that seventy million pounds 
meant. Was it the total of a series of figures on pieces of 
paper or was it cheques, currency notes and coins? 

“Tt represents actual cash,’ he said, “‘it is the money 
paid by our consumers for electricity, for electrical appliances 
and for contracting and repair work and it is handed to the 
Board’s employees, in cash or by cheque, either directly 
over the showroom counters or indirectly through the 
post.” 

Turnover alone makes Eastern Electricity not only one 
of the biggest financial concerns in the ten counties in which 
it operates but in the whole of the country. 

Territorially, it is the largest of the Area Boards; it also 
has more consumers than any of the others; just over one 
and three-quarter million. Another claim to fame is that 


its volume of sales of appliances and contracting work is 
greater than that of any other Board. ‘The outcome of these 
activities is that the turnover is also the largest of the Area 
Boards! 

We asked Mr. Grindrod what all this meant to the 
accounting staff of the Board. 

“T am glad you mentioned that,’ was his reply, “‘as it 
gives me the opportunity to express my thanks to them 
for the good work they do. They are an excellent crowd, 
doing an efficient and increasingly economic job of work.” 

The chief accountant explained that despite the tre- 
mendous expansion in the Board’s activities since 1948, in 
consumers, in units sold, in the sales of appliances and in 
the capital development field, all of which has continually 
added to the accounting work, the number of staff engaged 
on this work has actually declined by over 400. Meter 
reading, a job allied to the billing work, also shows a high 
level of increased productivity. 

The 6,000,000 electricity accounts which are sent out 
every year, the hundreds of thousands of trading accounts 
and the wages, stores and cost records, all add up to one 
of the largest data-processing jobs in the country, certainly 
the largest of the Area Boards. ‘This demands the use of 
modern methods and machines and each sub-area office now 
is equipped with such machines including electronic aids. 
Mr. Grindrod said that the examination of electronic data- 
processing equipment developments was one of his most 
difficult, but nevertheless one of his most interesting, jobs. 

“Tt is necessary to keep abreast not only of national 
developments, but also of international developments,”’ he 
said. ‘The United States for various reasons have led the 
field in many respects but interesting developments are 
also now coming from the continent.”’ 

We reminded him that he had referred to capital develop- 
ment which costs nearly {11,000,000 a year (again, the 
largest of the Area Boards) and asked him where the 
money came from to finance this development and the 
day-to-day working requirements of the Board. He told 
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OUR FAMOUS CONSUMERS 


1. Dr. Heathcote 


MONG their one and three-quarter million consumers, 

Eastern Electricity numbers men and women of national 
and international repute. ‘There are politicians, actors, 
musicians and others who bring honour to the professions 
to which they belong but there are few who have done as 
much as Dr. Heathcote Statham, the organist at Norwich 
Cathedral and the conductor of the Norwich Philharmonic 
orchestra, to bring happiness and joy to the people among 
whom they live and work. Dr. Statham has devoted a 
great part of his life to the cause of music in the eastern 
part of England and he is known by professional musicians 
at home and abroad as a conductor whose sane, clearly- 
thought readings have earned him deserved fame among 
East Anglian artists. 

Dr. Statham received me in his study in The Close, 
Norwich, and I asked at once for facilities to take a photo- 
graph. What more natural than he should seat himself at 
the mellow Bluthner piano and that the music on the rest 
should be the ‘‘48” of Bach! The edition was that of E. 
Pauer, himself a pianist of note before the turn of the 
century and when I mentioned the popularity of the Tovey- 
Samuel version, Dr. Statham recalled that Donald ‘Tovey, 
then the Reid Professor of Music, had spent a holiday in 
The Close in Norwich some years ago. 

“After supper one night,” said Dr. Statham, “‘the 
professor was asked if he would play. ‘What do you want?’ 
said Tovey. ‘Anything you like,’ we told him. He still 
persisted in his request and we said Beethoven. ‘But 
which Beethoven?’ said ‘Tovey. As you know there are 
thirty-two sonatas and we named one at random which the 
professor played from memory!”’ 

That story brought a recollection of other famous 
pianists who have visited Norwich and who have played 
concertos under Dr. Statham’s baton. One was Moiseivitsch 
whose memory embraced fifty concertos as well as a great 
proportion of the works of Bach, Beethoven, Chopin, 
Schumann and Liszt. 

Dr. Statham’s memories are principally concerned with 
the Norwich festivals at which he has shared the conducting 
with such men as Sir Thomas Beecham, Sir John Barbaroli 
and Sir Malcolm Sergeant. Among the soloists who have 
played at those festivals have been Solomon, whom Dr. 
Statham regards as the perfect pianist from the conductor’s 
point of view. With him Dr. Statham played the fourth 
Beethoven Concerto without a rehearsal with the orchestra, 
a tribute not only to Solomon’s adaptability but to the 
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Dr. Heathcote Statham 


conductor’s knowledge of the score. Dr. Statham has found 
his greatest musical happiness in conducting Elgar’s Dream 
of Gerontius and on two memorable occasions Kathleen 
Ferrier sang the contralto part. 

“That and the playing of Kreisler at the Queen’s Hall 
many years ago,” said Dr. Statham, “‘are two of my most 
treasured memories.” 

The doctor’s recollections include musicians now dead 
whose names were once known all over the world. He. 
heard Busoni play a Mozart concerto and thought that it 
was hard and glittering compared with the accepted read- 
ings; it was Busoni who once described Schubert as “a 
gifted amateur’. He conducted Harriet Cohen playing the 
rarely heard Vaugham Williams piano concerto, and Yehud 
Menuhin playing the Beethoven Concerto in the Cathedral 
with incomparable artistry and mastery. 

Although it was through the organ that Dr. Statham 
first established himself as a scholarly musician, he finds 
the fullest expression of his musical thought in the orchestra 
and his dream is that East Anglia will one day possess an 
orchestra of its own. 

“T have in mind,” he says, “‘a resident orchestra which 
would regularly teur East Anglia and other parts of 
England.” 

Norwich is getting a University; an orchestra ought to 
be possible as well. 


Seventy Millions in Cash! (continued from previous page) 
us that some of it had to be borrowed but that the greater 
proportion in the last two years had been raised from 
internal sources. 

“We call this ‘internal financing’ or financing without 
borrowing,” he said. ‘We set aside certain sums of money 
such as the amount provided for depreciation, the revenue 
surplus, any proceeds from the sale of assets and capital 
contributions from consumers or would-be consumers. 
These sums are ‘ploughed back’ into the business to finance 
new capital works, including the provision of supplies of 
electricity to rural areas, to new housing estates, to industry 
and to commercial premises. We employ the available 
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internal resources from day-to-day as they become available 
and thereby avoid borrowing and consequently avoid 
adding to our interest payments.” 

Questioned further, Mr. Grindrod said that in the last 
two years just over 70 per cent of the amount of capital 
which the Board had required had been financed internally. 

Eastern Electricity pays out a considerable amount by 
way of salaries and wages. Each week nearly £150,000 
in cash is drawn from banks all over the eight thousand 
square miles of Eastern England. Many employees are 
paid monthly either by drafts sent direct to their banks or 
by cheques. The total amount of money paid out in wages 
and salaries every year is over £10,000,000! 


IT CAN BE DONE 


If You Know How 


‘a month we suggested as tactfully as we could that 

as far as electricity is concerned, “‘do it yourself” advice 
could be dangerous. There are exceptions, of course, to 
everything and we’ve since learned of one instance where 
self-help has worked extremely well. 

At Southend-on-Sea, thirty-four men built thirty-four 
houses in four years, each of them valued at between three 
and four thousand pounds and all fitted with the most 
modern electrical items. At least two of those houses have 
electric floor warming and one of the owners, Mr. R. W. 
Mailes, quondam electrician and now a sales representative, 
did the work himself. Let him tell the story in his own 
words. 

“Tt all began when I joined Southend district in 1955 
as an electrician. ‘The foreman electrician, Mr. Harry 
Windle, had just joined the Southend self-build scheme 
whose members were pledged to build their own houses 
and it wasn’t very difficult to persuade me to join also. I 
had to wait a year before I could get a site and this happened 
when Mr. Windle emigrated to Canada. I got my share and 
loan certificates and was then faced with the greatest 
amount of hard work that any man could possibly tackle. 


A picture familiar to electrical engineers. The floor warm- 
ing circuit in the biggest room of Mr. Mailes’ house. 


It was during the early days of self-build that I changed 


from electrician to sales representative and Mr. A. N. 
Cumberland, who is the heating expert for the district, 
soon convinced me that electric floor warming was the. only 
kind of house heating to have. The self-build members 
became interested and in addition to my house, floor 
warming was installed in one built by Mr. Bishop. Mr. 
Cumberland provided us with a design which was so simple 
that both installations were completed within three days. 
“My house has no chimneys and the largest room is 
thirty feet by eleven feet. About 9 kilowatts of floor warm- 
ing is installed to give a background temperature of 55° to 
60°F. Hot water comes from a forty gallon storage tank 
with twin immersion heaters which operate, together with 
the floor warming, on the Board’s off-peak tariff. Forty 
thirteen-amp. socket outlets are provided and three of 
them are connected with the floor warming installation to 
provide heat in the bedrooms. In the kitchen we have an 
auto-timer cooker, a refrigerator and a washing machine; 
later on I am going to put in a sink waste disposal unit.”’ 
So it can be done . . . if you know how. 


Il 
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UPHOLSTERY 
FOR 
VAUXHALL CARS 


Electricity Ousts Sewing Machines 


NEXT time you ride in a modern Vauxhall car either as 

a passenger or driver, examine the upholstery. If it’s 
plastic you will notice that it has a straight-lined pattern, the 
material being fastened along those lines. You'll look in 
vain for the stitches. A year or so ago you could have 
picked them out; now you will not be able to find them 
for the reason that there aren’t any, Vauxhall having 
developed a new electric technique which not only does 
away with stitching but saves an enormous number of 
woman-hours. The principle is not new but the method 
of application is. The famous Mosquito aircraft which 
De Havilland made entirely from wood had some of 
its struts formed by the application of dielectric heating. 
At Vauxhall’s Luton factory, which we visited during 
the month, Mr. Glyn Davies, one of the public relations 
officers, explained that the principal problem in developing 
this technique was over-heating. 

“We wanted to fasten the material together,” he said. 
“We obviously didn’t want to burn it.” 

The problem, of course, as with all problems which face 
engineers, was overcome and Vauxhall have now two 
machines, similar to flat-bed printing machines, in use. 
Into these machines are fed sandwiches of materials— 
first a sheet of cotton impregnated with a clear plastic, 
in the middle goes a sheet of plastic foam, and on top 
a sheet of “‘vynide’. ‘‘Vynide” is a plastic material 
resembling leather. The pattern is formed by the pressure 
of the electrodes and the whole operation is very rapid. ‘The 
completed joints are stronger than if they were stitched and 
the testing bench made by Vauxhall has demonstrated that 
a dielectric bond will withstand a forty-five pound pull 
from both sides. 

Supplying Vauxhall with electricity is a pretty full-time 
job for many of our engineers and at Chilterns two of them 
at least have been intimately connected with the supply 
for a long time. The Luton works take supply at 6,600 
volts and there are transformers in various parts of the 
factory; Vauxhall in fact have as many sub-stations as a 
small town which is understandable when you know that 


(Continued on page 12) 


SPACIOUS AND GENTLE LIVING 


Floor Warming Essential for Flats 
T’ used to be said that the English were a nation of 
house-dwellers and that the Continentals and the 


Americans liked to live in flats. The dislocation caused by 
the second world war and the famine in building land plus 
the increase in the number of households where there are 
two earning members, has radically altered this. In London 


hi 


The vertical Venetian blind, a, 


and in many of the large cities, buildings have extended 
upwards rather than sideways and tall buildings, domestic- 
ally, are suitable only for flats. Flat dwellers generally 
have a different technique of living to those who live in 
houses. For one thing they are more self-contained. There 
is no space for individual dustbins, clothes-lines and coal 
bunkers and this means that electricity becomes the maid- 
of-all-work in a flat. 

To find out what life could be like in a luxury flat, we 


Upholstery for Vauxhall Cars (continued from previous page) 


they use three-quarters of a million units of electricity 
every week. Last year at their Luton and Dunstable 
works, the company used. 210,000,000 units. If you want 
a yardstick for comparison we can tell you that all the 
consumers in the Edmonton district used six million units 
less than this in the same time and those living in the 
Northwood district twenty-nine million less! 

From the Luton district office we learned a bit more 
about one of our biggest consumers. Before the first world 
war and in those days when the Prince Henry model and 
the famous 30198 Vauxhall were putting Britain on the 
motoring map, a small d.c. supply was taken. During and 
after that war, the supply grew rapidly and the second war 
sent the consumption soaring. Nowadays it is almost 
as much as we can do to keep pace with this dynamic 
organisation. In 1958, for instance, it was obvious that 
more and more electricity was needed and we proposed to 
install a third 15 mva transformer. Before we could do so, 
the increased demand made a fourth transformer necessary’ 
The work of installing those transformers is nearly com- 
pleted and when it is the factory will have a supply of 45 mva. 

The two members of Eastern Electricity’s staff who have 
been intimately connected with the supply to Vauxhall 
practically since its inception are Mr. W. G. Tree, the 
Luton district manager, and Mr. M. G. Cook, the district 
engineer of Luton, 
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recently visited Chessington Lodge, Finchley. ‘This fine 
building provides some good examples of the kind of homes 
which we are accustomed to see in the Hollywood films. 
Our hostess was Mrs. Davis who occupies a ground floor 
flat of five rooms and who admitted frankly that it was floor 
warming which kept her from seeking another house with 
a garden. 


The living room. 


“Tt’s wonderful,” she said, “although next year we intend 
to turn it off during the afternoon because otherwise we 
get too warm.” | 

The main room of the flat has sides of irregular length 
and measures about fifteen feet by twenty-five feet, has a 
polished wood strip floor and broken-white walls and 
ceiling. There is no wallpaper and decorations have been 


The main bedroom. 


sparingly used. In place of a chimney-breast there is an 
alcove large enough to take a settee and individually 
lighted; part of the room can be screened by an ingenious 
Venetian blind vertically instead of horizontally mounted. 
The bathroom is completely tiled from floor to ceiling, the 
colour scheme being pink and grey with a black figured 
floor. The main bedroom has a window occupying the 
whole of the longest wall, a carpet in heliotrope with a black 
motif, twin beds with pale yellow covering and an extremely 
wide dressing table with an ornamental plastic top; the 


The second bedroom. 


smaller bedroom is a vafiation of this scheme, the carpet 
being paler and the furniture, with the exception of the 
bed, being built in. The furnishings all over are modern 
and are a fine example of how inherent good taste can 
provide a background for spacious and gentle living. 

Mrs. Davis had previously occupied a house in north 
London and would still prefer the greater space available 
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but she had no desire to return to conditions where 
electricity doesn’t play its full part. 

The total loading of floors is just over 83 kilowatts, the 
living room taking 3-8 kW. The tariff is the domestic 
night and day rate and Mrs. Davis said that it was far 
cheaper than the gas central heating which she had had 
in her previous house. It was also completely trouble-free. 

The floor warming in the block was designed and installed 
by the Hornsey district. 


ELECTRICITY AND THE GARDEN 


1, R. Emmans 
talks about 
heat in the 


(Greenhouse 


FORTUNATE is the gardener who possesses a green- 

house and even more fortunate (or wise) is he who 
provides heat in the greenhouse, even if it is only for frost 
protection. The frost-protected greenhouse increases the 
interest and can widen the range of crops grown. Of the 
three main sources of fuel available, solid, liquid and 
electric, the latter is the obvious choice in that in every 
respect it is the ideal source of heat. 

It is often suggested that paraffin has the advantage of 
lower running costs though I have yet to be convinced 
of this statement. I know from personal experience that 
electrical greenhouse heating for the amateur gardener 
compares favourably in running costs, if the greenhouse 
is of sound construction, is in a reasonably sheltered 
position from N.E. winds, the installation correct and a 
maximum temperature of between 40 and 45°F satisfies 
the growers demands. Nothing exacting in these require- 
ments. It is only when a high inside temperature is 
required to be maintained under extremely cold outside 
conditions that the balance may swing in favour of paraffin 
heaters. It has been proved by thousands of satisfactory 
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installations that a temperature setting of 40-45°F will 
enable the average gardener to keep most plants happy 
throughout the winter and, if an electrical propagation 
bench or box is provided, raise all his seeds and plants. 
It is a waste of money to aim at a “‘heated”’ house. 

It is not generally appreciated that fuel costs, whatever 
the fuel, rise very steeply with each degree difference 
between the temperature maintained inside the greenhouse 
and the temperature outside, and as a heated house is only 
required to maintain growing conditions throughout the 
winter for very specialised plant subjects, the frost- 
protected structure suits the average gardener. Let us 
examine the reason. For healthy sturdy growth, all green- 
leaved plants need light, warmth and moisture in addition 
to nutrients. Energy in the form of light is used by the 
plant to convert the materials in solution, taken in through 
the root system, into plant structure as stems, petioles 
(leaf stalks) foliage and flowers. Reduce the supply of the 
sun’s energy but continue to provide optimum growing 
temperature, humidity and soil moisture and the plant will 
grow, but will be thin, pale and weak, highly susceptible to 
attack by pest and disease. In the natural scheme of things, 
when the sun is low with the approach of winter the natural 
atmospheric temperature correspondingly drops and plant 
life, with some exceptions, becomes dormant. ‘The dorm- 
ancy is broken with the arrival of the Spring and as the sun 
daily gets higher in the sky, natural air temperatures begin 
to rise and sturdy young shoots quickly appear. 

It is very easy to provide all but the one of a plant’s 
necessities to keep it from becoming dormant—light. 
Some plants will respond to artificial light; bulbs were 
dealt with last month and other subjects will be discussed 
in the future. 

Not many of the kinds of plants likely to be brought into 
the greenhouse can stand temperatures below freezing 
point, but thousands of subjects will come happily through 
the winter if maintained in a temperature around 40-45°F. 


WV herstead 


Arrivals 


The following have taken up their 
appointments: Miss D. Bussey, registry; 
Miss H. Wright, chief commercial officer’s 
department; Mr. G. Fayers, trainee rota- 
print operator. 


Departures 


Mr. A. J. Sullivan has been appointed 
assistant apprentice instructor at Harold 
Hill. 

The following have resigned: Mrs. P. 
Pickering, audio-typist; Mrs. S. Meadows, 
clerk, chief commercial officer’s depart- 
ment; and Miss J. Bird, shorthand typist, 
who has left for America and marriage. 


Sports and Social 


Wherstead Sports Club members spent 
an enjoyable evening at the U.S.A.F. Base 
at Bentwaters in August. The high spots 
were watching Voodoos (Fro’s) land, 
assisted by parachutes for additional 
braking power; inspection of the Froo 
flight simulator which is a greatly advanced 
design ‘“‘link’’ trainer and a visit to the 
American style bowling alley which is 
equipped with automatic pin setting 
machinery. 


Mr. F. Manning who, is now Secretarial Officer, 


Chilterns Sub-Area, is presented with an 
electric drill from his former colleagues at 
Wherstead by Mr. L. A. Jackson. 


SMILES FROM THE FILES 


1. “Vehicle No. XYZ.123 coming at 
high speed tried to force his way 
past me to form three lines of 
traffic.” 

One of the wide boys! 


2. “I swerved to avoid a dog on a 
bend... .” 
A shaggy motorist story. 


3. “The lights were green, in my 
favour.” 
With envy, no doubt. 


4. “I reversed to examine the P/L 
fitting and misjudged the size 
of the petticoat at base of column.”’ 

A wolf “‘scout’’. 


Principal officers and district managers say farewell to Mr. F. G. Page, Chilterns Secretarial 

Officer on his retirement. Left to right: Messrs. F. B. Manning, F. Bent, G. Pierpoint, P. Sydney, 

J. Barron R. B. Richardson W. G. Tree F. G. Page, R. C. W. Lester, R. H. Warboys, L. Bradley 
and A. Wainwright Evans. 


Chilterns 


HEADQUARTERS 
After forty-five years’ service in the 
industry, Mr. F. G. Page, secretarial 


officer for the Chilterns sub-area of 
Eastern Electricity, has retired. "The major 
part of his service was spent with the 
Electricity Department of the Finchley 
Borough Council where he started as a 
junior clerk and at vesting day held the 
position of chief administrative officer. 
In June 1948 he came to Bedford. 

Keenly interested in human relations, 
Mr. Page served continually on all the 
works and advisory committees within the 
sub-area. He was the founder chairman 
of the Chilterns sub-area Sports and Social 
Association. Mr. Page played football 
and cricket for the Finchley Electricity 
Department teams and was also a long 
distance runner. As a member of the Home 
Guard during the war, he became crack 
shot and was successful at Bisley in the :22 
rifle class. 

In Stevington where he lived he has 
been associated with most of the various 
local organisations and has been Chairman 
of the Parish Council. 

Presentations made to Mr. Page included 
a barometer and pipe from the headquarters 
and sub-area secretarial officers, Stuart 
cut glass and tools from Chilterns sub-area 
principal officers and district managers 
and a camera and cut glass vase from 
members of the Prebend Street staff. 


Wedding 

Miss B. M. Purser was married to Mr. A. 
Haggerwood at Stevington Parish Church 
in July and her colleagues at sub-area 
contributed to a presentation mirror. 


New Arrivals 

We welcome the following new staff: 
Mrs, F. Hulatt; Mr. R. J. Shenton and 
Mr. M. Dazeley to the engineering section ; 
Mrs. E. B. Heathfield, Miss B. Attwood, 
Mr. F. Matthews and Mr. F. McDermott 
to the accountant’s staff and to the 
secretarial office Mrs. J. Ranier, Mrs. C. 
Wilmott and Miss A. Woolley. 
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Departures 
Mrs. M. Moore and Mr. R. J. Faulkner 
have left the accountant’s staff and Miss 


J. Slade and Mrs. B. Hughes have gone 
from the secretarial office. 


AYLESBURY DISTRICT 

Mr. E. 'T. (Ted) Pierce, showroom 
assistant, who was flight sergeant in charge 
of the Operations Room, Biggin Hill, 
during the Battle of Britain and onwards 
to 1943, has been to the Shepperton Film 
Studios to take part in the Battle of Britain 
sequence of the Winston Churchill Story. 

Mr. G. Knibb, jointer, found a human 
skeleton when laying mains near the Lower 
Icknield Way at Great Kimble. The 
skeleton is believed to be more than 100 
years old. 

A number of new faces are to be seen 
in the district, amongst them Messrs. 
G. Bremeyer, D. Boland and T. Jackson. 
Mr. A. Hall has been promoted to foreman 
1, and Mr. N. S. Smith, electrician, has 
been appointed commercial assistant. Mr. 
D. Horton, student apprentice, took meter 
testing station training at Friern Barnet 
during August. 


BEDFORD 
Wedding 

At Maulden Baptist Church, Miss 
Pauline Smith was married to Mr. David 
J. Taylor. Coming to Bedford Service 
Centre from Luton District just over a 
year ago, Pauline has become very popular 
with her colleagues and Mr. A. Boxall made 
a presentation to her of a blanket anda rug. 


Miss Pauline Smith receives her wedding 
presentation from Mr. A. Boxall. 


Long Service Award 

At the Local Advisory Committee 
meeting, Mr. F. Corner was presented 
with a Long Service Award for 35 years. 

Presentations were also made of First 
Aid certificates to ten new members of the 
First Aid team. 
Newcomers 

Mr. W. E. Cooper, 2nd _ assistant 
engineer, arrived from Dean_ Forest 
district of the Midlands Board, and Mr. R. 
B. Mitchell, 3rd assistant engineer, came 
from the Huddersfield district of the 
Yorkshire Electricity Board. Mr. D. A. 
Jones started as a junior clerk and Mr. B. 
M. Burridge as a meter reader. 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
Arrivals 

Mr. Hosier, Mr. Marton and Mr. Mayo 
(labourers). 

Departures 

Mr. Farley, Mr. James and Mr. Narra- 
way (labourers). 

Mrs. Peggy Attwood, late of the typists’ 
office, was presented with a needlework 
box contributed by her many friends at 
Bridge Street. Mr. L. B. Francis, district 
engineer, made the presentation. 
Congratulations 

Long service Mr. A. Wells, engineer, 
has completed 35 years’ service in the 
industry. 


LUTON DISTRICT 

At a recent local advisory committee 
meeting the chairman presented the 
following long service awards to: Mr. J. 
W. Anderson (35 years), portable type- 
writer; Mr. D. J. Newman (25 years), 
transistor radio; and Mr. J. J. Underwood 
(35 years), rug and chairs. 
Retirement 

Mr. J. W. Anderson has retired after 
35 years’ service with the Luton district. 
‘The district engineer presented him with 
a Bridges drill and hedge cutting attach- 
ment and an electric blanket. 
Departures 

The following have left the district: 
Mr. M. C. White (installation); Mr. C. R. 
Ellis (Leighton Buzzard); Mr. C. D. G. 
Parker (Mains); and Mr. B. H. Davies 
(mains). 
Arrivals 

The following have joined the district: 
Mr. B. K. McKie (garage); Mr. C. R. 
Watts (consumers records); Mr. P. L. 
Cox (Luton mains); Mr. A. W. Hymus 
(construction); Mr. A. Watts (installation) ; 
Mr. A. C. Pratt (installation); and Mr. 
M. D. Potts (stores). 


WATFORD 
Horticultural Show 

At a successful flower show held during 
August, there were 82 entries. The cup 
for the highest number of points in all 
classes was won by Mr. L. Little of the 
Transport department. ‘The first four 
places were gained by: 1. L. Little (Trans- 
port department); 2. F. Franklin (‘Trans- 
port department); 3. J. Ball (Building 
Maintenance department); 4. L. Williams 
(District office). 
Arrivals 

Mr. J. Elliott has joined the Watford 
showroom staff and Mr. M. M. J. B. How, 
3rd assistant engineer. 


Farewells 

We have recently said goodbye to Mr. R. 
C. White, electrician, and Mr. F. Barker, 
jointer (after 12 years with the Board) and 
Mr. W. Borzyskowski, overhead linesman 
(11 years). Other resignations included 
Mr. G. Stanton and Mr. P. Willsher. 
Mr. H. C. Wiltshire, labourer, retired after 
7 years’ service. Mr. R. French, electrician, 
has joined H.M. Forces. 


Deaths 

Mr. 'T. Gammons, a pensioner of the 
Board, died recently. Mr. R. E. Pettit, 
street lighting electrician, died in hospital 
after 33 years’ service with the Board. 


Essex 


Miss Deborah Hart. 


MILLFIELD 
Examination Successes 

We congratulate Miss Deborah Hart of 
the secretarial officer’s department at 
Millfield, for having recently passed the 
final examination of the Corporation of 
Secretaries. Deborah, who is just 20, 
must be one of the youngest to have 
qualified. 

Congratulations also to Mr. W. H. F. 
Spyvee, secretarial trainee, who _ has 
recently passed Section “B”’ of the inter- 
mediate examination of the Chartered 
Institute of Secretaries. 

Congratulations are due to Mr. A. 
Warner and Mr. S. Pickford on their 
election ‘to associate membership of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers. 

Mr. K. Hall, who has accepted an 
appointment with C.E.G.B. North-Western 
Division, was presented with a clock and 
toaster by Mr. Holland, sub-area engineer. 
Sports and Social Club: Cricket Section 

Although rain has again hit the pro- 
gramme, we have managed to play most 
of our games. Our senior professional, Mr. 
L. Croxon, scored 64 last week and followed 
up with 6 for 13 with the ball. Don Walker 
is another cricketer who has left his mark 
this season and on Sunday he took his 
50th wicket. With Ron Harvey making 
the pace these two have been a match- 
winning combination. 


NORTH ESSEX 

We report with regret the death of Mr. 
Brian Westrop who was drowned whilst 
on holiday on the Broads during July. 
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SOUTH WEST ESSEX 

Mr. S. Perry, district senior clerk, who 
was due to retire in June and was unfortun- 
ately ill at the time, joined the industry 


over 48 years ago and saw service at the 


County of London Electric Supply Com- 
pany offices at Broad Street, London, 
Rainham and Romford, before moving to 
the Harold Hill offices. Mr. Perry was 
presented with a transistor portable radio 
and an electric kettle and cigarettes which 
had been subscribed for by his many 
friends at Harold Hill, Romford, Brent- 
wood and Miuillfield. ‘The presentation 
was made at his home and was attended by 
Mr. W. T. Langfield, district manager, 
Mr. E. Asquith, district commercial 
engineer, Mr. F. D. Smith, district 
engineer and Mr. L. Hooper who has 
succeeded Mr. Perry as senior clerk. Mr. 
Perry has asked us to convey, through the 
medium of this magazine, his sincere 
thanks to everybody for the gifts. 


Death of Mr. G. A. Bugden 

We record with regret the death of Mr. 
G. A. Budgen, who was in charge of the 
wages department, Harold Hill. Arthur, 
who had suffered periods of ill-health over 
a number of years, joined the County of 
London Electric Supply Company in 1930 
as a typist at Romford. He was also 
employed at Rainham and Brentwood 
offices and at one time was a typist to Mr. 
W. Wardrop. Before his serious operation 
in 1937, Arthur was a keen sportsman 
and his prowess on the cricket field as a 
fast bowler for the CLESCO Romford 
cricket team brought him many honours as 
did his football skill during the time he 
played for the crack South West Essex 
League side Britannia. The funeral which 
took place at the City of London 
Crematorium in August was attended by a 
large number of colleagues from Sub-Area, 
Harold Hill offices and depots. 


Elopement 

The distinction of being the first 
member of the Eastern Electricity Board’s 
staff to elope and get married at Gretna 
Green fell to young Ken Hancock, junior 
clerk at District Office, who eloped to 
Scotland with his young sweetheart, 
Margaret, and was married at Gretna 
Green in August. Ken and Margaret were 
boy and girl sweethearts during their 
school days. Ken has now left the Board. 


Promotions 

Congratulations to W. E. Gooding and 
A. J. Crabb on promotion from jointer’s 
mates to jointers and to J. Polley and D. E. 
Bristow on promotion to jointer’s mates ; 
to N. K. Franks on promotion to draughts- 
man and to J. E. Salter on promotion to 
assistant storekeeper. 


Arrivals 

We welcome to the Board the following: 
R. A. Tolley, P. D. Mirrington (showroom 
assistant cashiers), L.. A. Wood (electrician’s 
mate), G. Tristram (electrician), j.. D, 
Morgan (junior clerk) and J. Frazer who 
has joined the drawing office staff and who 
was previously employed by our near 
neighbours, the London Electricity Board. 


Success 

Another name has been added to the 
long list of showroom supervisors and 
assistants who hold E.D.A. salesman’s 
certificates in that of L. Walker. 


Long Service Award 
Mr. W. C. Wood, service foreman, has 
been awarded his 35 years’ long service 


award and Mr. D. Witham, engineer, his 


25 years’ long service award. 


Retirement of Mr. H. Cooper 

At the end of July, another of our well 
respected employees, Mr. Harold Cooper, 
retired after about 29 years in the industry. 
Mr. Cooper who was in charge of the meter 
test department was previously employed 
at Southend meter test department before 
being transferred at its closure, to take 
charge of the Old Barking meter test 
department which is now at Havana Close. 
Mr. Cooper was presented with a barometer 
which was subscribed for by his many 
friends throughout the Essex Sub-Area. 
The presentation was made at the Southend 
Depot by Mr. J. C. Crellin. A further 
presentation was made at the Romford 
test department to Mr. Cooper by the staff 
of the Romford test department who 
presented him with a set of artist’s brushes. 
Harold will be busy during his retirement 
attending to his three and half acre plot; 
a keen member of the Southend and 
District Photographic Society, he also 
hopes to continue his favourite hobby, 
art water colouring and photography. 


Angling Competition 

The angling competition which is being 
held at Norfolk on 23rd October is 
attracting attention and it is hoped that we 
shall have at least twelve members trying 
to land the largest catch of the day. It 
does appear that we could form an angling 
section of our sports club in this District. 
Any offers to help to form such a section 
will be welcomed by the Sports and Social 
Secretary, Mrs. W. E. Wood, District 
Office. 


YES, THIS IS TRUE! 

Whilst making a joint recently, a 
jointer accidentally fractured a water 
service and Water Company em- 
ployees were sent for. Whilst they 
were digging to find their water 
main, they fractured a gas service 
and the Gas Board had to be sent 
for to repair the service pipe. No, 
they did not damage the telephone 
service! 


Sport 

‘The Robert Benyon Bowls Cup has now 
reached the final stage and the finalists 
this year are R. A. Lambert and W. 
Stowe. This should be one of the best 
finals ever in this competition as both are 
among the Bowls section’s leading players. 

The ‘Table Tennis section has been 
accepted to play in the 5th Division of the 
Romford and _ District Table ‘Tennis 
League during the forthcoming season. 
This should give the section some very 
attractive matches. The Section Secretary, 
Derek Dean, hopes also to arrange a 
number of other matches with local teams 
and he would welcome players of both 
Sexes. 

The Darts Secretary, Mr. Larner, has 
been busy during the summer making 
preparations for the Interdepartmental 
Darts League and hopes that Departments 
will give full support and enter at least 
one team of five players to compete for 
the trophy which has been given to the 
competition. . 

The Golf Section has appointed Mr. 
Ryder as secretary to take the place of 
Mr. C. Nears, who has now taken up 
duties in the Chilterns Sub-Area. The 
section which plays at Maylands Golf 
Course extends a welcome to members of 
the Sports and Social Club to join. 


SUB-AREA COMMERCIAL DEPART- 
MENT, BRENTWOOD 


Congratulations to Mr. E. W. Hills, 
third assistant engineer (commercial), on 
becoming an Associate Member of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers. 

Congratulations to our former colleague 
Mr. P. J. Morris who was married to 
Mrs. M. L. Spear at the Church of St. 
Peter, South Weald, in August. Mr. and 
Mrs. Morris have moved from Essex and 
will reside at East Preston, near Worthing. 

Our sympathy goes to Mr. W. E. Ward- 
rop, sub-area commercial Officer, on the 
death of his son, Kenneth. 


SOUTHEND DISTRICT 


L. Sills, known by many of the older 
members of the district, retired in August, 
having been in the industry since 1924. 


THE BOARD GOES TO THURROCK 


The chairman Mr. H. V. Pugh (centre) and Mr. W. E. Nixon (left) talking to Mr. D. A. Harris, 


Thurrock District draughtsman, when members of the Board paid a visit recently. 
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Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Morris, who were 
married at South Weald, Essex, recently. 


Arrivals 

Mr. David White has returned from 
National Service and is working in the 
showroom. Mrs. Vincent, previously 
employed at Wembley, has also joined 
the showroom staff as has Mr. Reg Dale. 
The office staff has been reinforced by two 
junior clerks, Mr. Colin Hall and Miss 
Sally Wood. 


THURROCK 


New Appointments 

Mr. J. P. Baldry, third assistant district 
engineer, he originally started as an 
apprentice with the Thurrock District 
in 1951; Mr. S. Young, junior clerk; 
Mr. K. J. Deacon, junior clerk; Miss M. 
E. Legge, junior clerk; Mr. H. W. Hardy, 
service centre assistant; Mr. K. A. E. 
Baldwin, electrician; Mr. J. A. G. Pratt, 
labourer; 


Departures 

Mr. J. C. Cable has transferred to Sub- 
Area accountant’s staff (stores control 
section); Mr. D. Able, electrician; Mrs. 
A. B. Haines, telephonist, who was 
presented with a Burco Baby Washboiler 
and Baby’s Bath. 


Athletics 

Melvyn Batty, apprentice, was 8th in 
the invitation 5,000 metres race in the 
Great Britain versus France match at the 
White City in July. He was also 8th in the 
invitation 5,000 metres race at the British 
Games in August. 


Board Visit 

Members of the Board recently visited 
the District. They were welcomed by 
Mr. R. W. J. Benyon (sub-area manager) 
and Mr. H. J. Unwin (manager, Thurrock 
District), and were escorted around the 
offices and workshops by Messrs. D. J. 
Agnew (district engineer), B. E. Youngs 
(district commercial engineer) and V. F. 
King (district senior clerk). Afternoon tea 
was taken with members of the Essex 
No. 31 (Thurrock) Local Advisory Com- 


mittee. 


SAFFRON WALDEN 


We report with regret the death of Mr. 
Charles Cornell of the construction depart- 
ment. He was 45 years old. 

Mrs. Yvonne Childs, shorthand typist 
at the Service Centre, has left us to resume 
her domestic duties. She was presented 
with an electric fire by Mr. W. W. Stewart, 
service manager. 

Mr. N. G. Wilson has now completed 
his apprentice training and has’ been 
promoted to electrician in the wiring 
department. 


Mr. E. Gatward 


51 YEARS’ SERVICE AT 
CAMBRIDGE 


Retirement of Mr. E. Gatward 

There was a large gathering of Eastern 
Electricity’s staff recently at the Marker 
Hill Offices for the presentation to Mr. E. 
Gatward of a gold watch by Mr. B. G. 
Neden, branch manager, on his retirement 
after 51 years’ service with the former 
Cambridge Electric Supply Company and 
the Eastern Board. 

Mr. Gatward joined the Cambridge 
Electric Supply Company as a junior 
clerk in 1909 when their offices were in 
Thompson’s Lane, Cambridge. A Cam- 
bridge Regiment drummer boy, Mr. 
Gatward was among the first Cambridge 
men to enlist for the 1914/18 war and he 
served in France and Belgium. 

On resuming his clerical duties with the 
Cambridge Company in 1919, he was 
associated with such well remembered 
personalities as the late Mr. R. C. Pearce, 
Mr. W. J. Tabraham, Mr. J. McGillivray, 
and Mr. J. H. ‘Taylor who is now in retire- 
ment. 

When, in 1930 the Market Hill premises 
were acquired, Mr. Gatward moved from 
Thompson’s Lane. Promotion followed 
and when, on nationalisation of the industry 
in 1948 a reorganisation of the staff took 
place, he was appointed chief clerk at 
Cambridge. 

Mr. Gatward has already been presented 
by the Board’s Chairman, Mr. H. V. Pugh, 
with an illuminated certificate recording 
his service to the industry. 

Apart from his activity as a rose grower 
and judge for the National Rose Society, 
Mr. Gatward has served his fellow towns- 
men in various voluntary capacities, 
including secretary of the Cambridge 
Regiment Old Comrades Association and 


treasurer of the Loyal Widows Protection 
Lodge for Oddfellows. 


Fens 


AN ELECTRICITY COUNCIL 
SUMMER SCHOOL 


An Apprentice’s Recollections 


The Electricity Council Summer School 
which I attended (writes Mr. M. C. 
Youngs, a Sawston apprentice), was held 
at St. John’s College, Oxford, and was run 
by Mr. D. Williams and Mr. W. R. D. 
Capstick. 

On Wednesday morning we had our 
first lecture by Sir Robertson King on 
‘‘Looking Ahead in Electricity Supply.” 
The Chairman was Mr. R. R. B. Brown, 
Chairman of the Southern Electricity 
Board. 


In the afternoon we visited Earley Power 
Station at Reading and our evening lecture 
was given by Mr. A. R. Cooper on ‘The 
Generating Board Regions and Divisions.”’ 


On Thursday morning Mr. M. M. 
Parker, secretary of the Merseyside and 
North Wales Electricity Board, gave a talk 
on ‘‘Management of an Area Board.” A 
tour of the Colleges including Wadham, 
Balliol, Magdalen and New College, was 
our outing for the afternoon. ‘Trade 
Unions and the Industry,’ was the subject 
for the evening lecture given by Mr. H. 
Norton. 


The following day Mr. R. H. Abell 
gave his talk on “Distribution Planning 
and Operation,’ and the afternoon was 
spent touring the Nufheld Organisation 
at Cowley. The day ended with a lecture 
on “The National Aspect of Industrial 
Relations,” given by Mr. G. O. James. 

The Saturday morning lecture was given 
by Mr. G. T. Shepherd on “‘A Report 
on Progress and Planning in Generation,” 
and the afternoon was free. In the evening 
we had a talk by Mr. W. G. Moore, Fellow 
of St. John’s College, Oxford, on “‘Life at 
a University.” 


Sunday morning there was Holy Com- 
munion in the College Chapel and the 
Reverend B. Heeney of St. John’s College 
took morning service. ‘The organist was 
Mr. D. W. Bate of the South Wales 
Electricity Board. In the afternoon we 
went for a sixty mile tour of the Cotswolds, 
the route from Oxford being via Eynsham 
and Witney to Burford, where we visited 
the church. The next stop was Bibury, a 
little village surrounded by trout streams. 
Tea at The King’s Head Hotel, Ciren- 
cester. ‘The return journey was via 
Lechlade. ‘The evening was spent listening 
to the Berkshire String Players, directed by 
Mr. Robert Noble. 


Mr. A. Haddock of the Yorkshire 
Electricity Board started Monday with 
a lecture on “Relations with the Con- 
sumer,” and in the afternoon we visited 
the home of the Duke of Marlborough, 
Blenheim Palace, at Woodstock. Our 
evening lecture was ““The Financial Aspect 
of Distribution and Utilisation,’”? by Mr. 
C. W. Flint. 


On Tuesday morning we went into our 
discussion groups to prepare questions for 
the personnel forum and the panel members 
were Mr. R. H. Coates, Mr. J. W. R. 
Evans and Mr. M. Skinner. After a social 
at which we were entertained by some 
talented students, Mr. Williams was 
presented with a silver tankard. 
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MARCH 

Arrivals , 
Mrs. D. A. Carter has taken up a post as 

showroom assistant. 


WISBECH 

Mr. Colin Nichol started work at 
Wisbech at the beginning of August, and 
Mr. D. Farrow, an electrician, has become 
a sales representative. 


FLOWER SHOW AT POWER STATION 


The annual flower and vegetable show 
was held at the Power Station, Peter- 
borough, at the beginning of August, when 
some three hundred entries were received. 
Entries were up thirty per cent on previous 
years. Mr. A. Mason (president), Mr. R. 
‘Thompson (chairman) and Mr. A. Scar- 
borough (honorary general secretary) were 
in attendance at the opening ceremony 
which was carried out by Mrs. E. D. 
Mason. ‘The judging was by Mrs. A. 
Cresswell (ladies’ section), Mr. W. Marshall 
(flower and vegetable) and Mr. A. L. 
Berridge (photography) and Mrs. Mason, 
after receiving a bouquet from Miss V. 
Walker, presented awards to the following: 

Association Cup (most points in show), 
Mr. A. E. Ward; Brewster Cup (most 
points Board or Division), Eastern Elec- 
tricity Board; Bronze Medallion (best 
flower exhibit), Mr. C. Wade; Floral Art 
Diploma (ladies’ section), Mrs. E. Wade; 
Certificate of Merit (flower section), Mr. A. 
E. Ward; Diploma (flower section), Mr. K. 
Cumpson; Diploma (vegetable), Mr. G. 
Wade; A. E. Ward Voucher (ladies’ section), 
Mrs. E. D. Mason; Photographs: Class 1, 
Mr. RK. A. Fixter; Class 2, Mr. C. ‘Curry: 
Class 3, Mr. K. B. Potter. 

Prizes were also awarded to the winners 
of all classes with three or more entries. 
The president thanked the Central Elec- 
tricity Generating Board for the use of the 
premises and the honorary secretary and 
his committee for their arrangements. Mr. 
R. Thompson thanked Mrs. E. D. Mason 


for opening the show. 


Norfolk 


SUB-AREA SECRETARIAL 


Arrivals 

Miss Carol Hindes (shorthand typist); 
Miss Rosemary Youngs (printing and 
stationery); Miss Monique ‘Thompson 
(telephonist); Mrs. Goss and Mrs. Atterton 
(cleaners). 


SUB-AREA ACCOUNTS 


Departures 

Mr. Fred Bird, who has been with us 
since 1947 has gone to the Dental Estimates 
Board, Eastbourne, and Miss Mary 
Newstead has obtained a secretarial post 
with Boulton & Paul Ltd. ‘They were 
both presented with cheques; Fred is 
buying a bookcase and Mary a suitcase. 
Success 

Mr. Alan Minett has passed the inter- 
mediate examination of the Association 
of Certified and Corporate Accountants. 


SUB-AREA ENGINEERING 
Mr. Nick White left the operation and 


maintenance section of Sub-Area in July 
to take up a position in that section of 
King’s Lynn and Western district. 


Mr. C. N. Bancroft making the presentation 
to Mr. M. Cracknell. 


Miss Angela Mann, after a spell in the 
clerical administration department, will 
join the records drawing office. Mr. N. F. 
Harris, formerly of the meter department, 
is now in the O. & M. section. 


GT. YARMOUTH 

We report with regret the death of Mrs. 
Witts in August, and convey our deepest 
sympathy to Mr. Witts in his sad _ loss. 
Mr. Witts is employed in the refrigeration 
department. Mrs. Witts was well known 
to Sub-Area colleagues who visited the 
social club. 

We also regret to report that Mr. 
‘““Lenny’’ Payne died in August. Mr. Payne 
has been a member of the Yarmouth staff 
since 1947 and was lately employed in the 
stores. 

In August, Mr. C. N. Bancroft, district 
manager, paid tribute to the work of Mr. 
M. Cracknell, who left to take up an 
appointment with the Kent Sub-Area of 
the S.E.A. Board. He was the recipient of a 
brief case from his colleagues. 


FAKENHAM 

Mr. Ken Neil, construction gang, was 
married to Miss Brenda Hooks at Fakenham 
Parish Church in July. 

In July the annual outing to Gt. Yar- 
mouth took place. Mr. D. Lingwood 
made the financial arrangements and 
organised an excellent lunch at Norwich. 

Mr. L. Dye, an electrician, has left to 
join H.M. Forces at Catterick. 

Commercial Assistant K. Catchpole has 
left for anew position at Swaffham, and in 
his place is Mr. J. Hughes from Sub-Area. 


GAYWOOD 
Departures 

Mr. Peter Pulford has gone to Great 
Yarmouth. Mr. Angus Ballantyne, engi- 
neer, has left Gaywood for the North of 
England. Mr. Robertson presented him 
with an electric heater. Mr. A. Sainty, 
of the garage, has retired after seven years’ 
service with the industry. He was pre- 
sented with a vacuum cleaner by Mr. 
Robertson. 

Arrivals 

Miss Haverson has left Kettlewell Lane 
Generating Station, which has_ closed 
down, and has joined stores control office 
at Gaywood. 

Mr. R. Skipper, an electrician from 
Swaffham, is now at Gaywood as a service 
representative. 

Mr. N. C. White, an engineer from 
Norwich, and Messrs. J. R. Softley and 


S. J. A. Nowell, student apprentices, have ° 


arrived. 


Success 

Mr. W. Dean won a first prize with his 
Sweet peas in a six-vase class at the National 
Sweet Pea Society’s Show, Westminster, 
and was awarded a Silver Cup and the 
Society’s Silver Medal. He was the only 
exhibitor from Norfolk. 

Mr. Jack Sparrow, sub-station attendant, 
escorted the Queen Mother and her lady- 
in-waiting round Sandringham Flower 
Show and introduced the judges and 
stallholders. 


NORWICH 
New Arrivals 

Mr. R. F. Hogan (clerk, engineer’s 
department); Messrs. F. J. Hudson and 
W. J. Morgan (service centre assistants) 
and Mr. P. Crews (clerical assistant, 
tariffs section, transferred from the Sub- 
Area Accounts); Mr. P. J. Eaglen (sales 
representative, also transferred). 


Promotions 

Messrs. T’. R. Hurrell and P. J, Pitchell, 
are now electricians; formerly they were 
apprentices. Mr. R. W. Lowe is a sales 
representative, formerly a clerk. 


Departures 
Messrs. 'T. L. Vout and M. D. Learner, 
electricians, have joined H.M. Forces. 


Northmet 


Construction Department 
Arrivals 

We welcome two new engineers to our 
ranks. Mr. D. F. Bullock, B.Sc., comes 
from the outside test section of B.I.C.C. 
He is married and interested in photography 
as a hobby. Mr. P. Clark has transferred 
from the London Board, East End District, 
where he was an assistant distribution 
engineer. Married with no children he is a 
keen runner, having been a member of the 
Eton Manor Athletic Club. While with 
that Club he took part in the Southern 
Counties Cross Country Championship 
twice and the Middlesex Cross Country 
Championship four times. 


Death of Mr. P. Hawkes 

We report with regret the death of Mr. 
Percy Hawkes, a jointer. He joined as a 
labourer in 1925, became a jointer’s mate 
in 1933 and a jointer in 1951. 


Departures 

Mr. D. Broomfield of the motor repair 
section is moving to Somerset. He started 
with the department as an improver in 
1939 and became a fitter (mechanical) in 
1949. Mr. Sadler has transferred to 
Hornsey District as a fitter’s mate (elec- 
trical) and Mr. Todd has left the industry. 


Long Service 

Congratulations to Mr. R. W. Askew 
who this month completes 35 years’ 
service in the industry. 

Miss Joan Perry (typist) has left the 
Board and was presented with a sum of 
money subscribed by her colleagues. 

Messrs. P. Allison, J. H. Bunker and J. 
Ronayne are promoted gangers. 

Mr. K. Evans who was employed in the 
meter repair section as a meter repairer, 
left in July to take up a post with the 
G.P.O. 
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Miss Cynthia Fuller pictured after her 
marriage to Mr. M. Hearne. 


Meter Testing Station 

Mr. B. A. Luck, who was employed as 
a meter tester in the standardising and 
quality control section left in July to take 
up an appointment on the technical staff 
of A.E.I. Mr. G. Mitchener, acting on 
behalf of the meter engineer, Mr. F. G. 
‘Talbot, made a presentation of a brief case. 


SUB-AREA SECRETARIAL 

Mr. Michael Bullock is the first secre- 
tarial trainee selected from our Sub-Area. 
Michael joined the staff of the establish- 
ments section in April of this year, coming 
direct from the Southgate County Grammar 
School where he had considerable success 
in the G.C.E. examinations. He is at 
present awaiting results of the advanced 
level examinations. Michael is a Queen’s 
Scout, and as well as motor-cycling, his 
interests range from the study of current 
affairs to traditional jazz. 


Arrivals 

Miss Janet Durant and Miss Maureen 
Maulkin have joined the administrative 
section and Mr. Colin Lawrence is now 
employed in the establishments section. 


Engineers’ Department 

Miss Cynthia Fuller of the mains drawing 
office, was married to Mr. Maurice 
Hearne at Ware Congregational Church 
in July. The bride was attended by three 
bridesmaids including her twin sister Enid 
who used to work at Northmet House. 
Cynthia’s colleagues presented her with a 
set of saucepans for her electric cooker. 


HENDON 

Mr. G. Howells and Mr. J. A. Jones have 
joined the Hendon staff as mechanical 
fitter’s mate and public lighting attendant 
respectively and Mrs. M. ‘Townsend and 
Mrs. Copping started as cleaners. Mrs. E. 
Maydwell has started at Borehamwood 
showroom. Mr. J. R. Morse has returned 
to duty after a period in H.M. Forces and 
Mr. A. R. McLaren, electrician’s assistant, 
who has left for National Service. 


Long Service Award 
Mr. C. C. Dibden, electrician, complete 
twenty years’ service in the Industry in 

July. 


HORNSEY 
Departures 

Mrs. D. Penn, clerk (revenue), Mr. T. R. 
Williams (labourer), Mr. G. A. Todd 
(static sub-station attendant) and Miss 
Betty Burgess (clerk, sales office) have left. 
Mr. P. A. Harold (electrician’s assistant) 
has left for service with H.M. Forces. 


Arrivals 

The following have started work at 
Hornsey: Mr. J. W. Boyce (meter fixer) 
(Mr. Boyce is an ex ‘“‘News of the World”’ 
All England Darts Champion), Mrs. A. 
B. Southwood (showroom assistant, Mus- 
well Hill) and Mr. J. F. Walker (assistant 


engineer, mains department). 


STEVENAGE 
Retirement 

Mr. William H. Woodall, who since 
1951 has been electricity service manager 
at Biggleswade retired in August after 
40 years’ service with the Board and First 
Garden City Limited (Electricity Depart- 
ment). Mr. Woodall was born in Birming- 
ham and after leaving school became an 
electrician at a colliery, spending much of 
his time underground. He joined the 
signals section of the Royal Engineers in 
1914 and was wounded at Suvla Bay, 
Gallipoli, while serving with the roth 
Irish Division. He was invalided home, 
but in 1916 returned to his duties being 
posted to Africa from where he returned 
in 1919. A presentation from his colleagues 


was made by Mr. Sumner, District 
Manager. Mr. Woodall is moving to 
Clacton. 

Resignations 


Mr. and Mrs. Savage have left the 
district following Mr. Savage’s appoint- 
ment to the South Western Electricity 
Board. Presentations were made to both 
“Dave’’ and Daisy when they left. 

Mr. John Rolles, after seven years with 
the Board has decided to leave England 
and take up evangelical work in Florence, 
Italy. 


WEMBLEY 
Retirement 

Mr. Harry Jaggs, installation inspector, 
retired in August after 24 years’ service. 
Harry spent many years at sea before 
entering the industry, having joined the 
Navy in 1911 at the age of 15. He served 
in battleships at first, but on the outbreak 
of World War I went to destroyers in the 
North Sea and, later, joined the submarine 
service. His underwater travels took him 
to the Atlantic, the Mediterranean, the 
Baltic, and to China and Japan. Upon 
leaving the Navy he took up employment 
with several firms before joining Northmet 
in 1936. He re-joined the Navy during the 
war, this time with Fighter Squadron 893, 
Fleet Air Arm, serving right through the 
North African Campaign on H.M.S. 
Formidable. Harry returned to the industry 
in 1945. 
Long Service 

Mr. Frank Dell, meter reader/collector, 
and Mr. John Alcock, s/c assistant, have 
both completed 20 years’ service. Mr. 
Alcock started in 1940 as a wireman’s boy 
at Edgware, and joined the 1st Airborne 
Division in 1944, later transferring to the 
famous 6th Airborne. He saw service in 
Norway and Palestine before returning to 
the Board in 1948 as an electrician. In 
1959, John, who is married with two 
children, transferred to service centre 
duties at Kenton, and later, South Harrow. 


Mr. Dell started in 1940 at Harrow. He 
had been an expert tailor before this, 
having entered the profession straight 
from school. Frank served in Egypt and 
Salonika with the 13th London Regt. 
(Kensingtons) in World War I. He is a 
keen gardener, married, with one child. 
Arrivals and Departures 

Mr. Bob Cross, senior sales representa- 
tive, has transferred to Pinner District, 
Chilterns, to take up the position of 
commercial assistant. He started as a 
showroom boy at Kenton in 1935, graduated 
to wireman’s boy in 1936 at Wembley, and 
joined the Royal Fusiliers in 1939. Later, 
with R.E.M.E., he saw service in Italy and, 
upon release in 1946, returned as elec- 
trician’s mate. He became a _ contract 
electrician in 1947, s/c assistant in 1953 
and senior sales representative in 1954. 
Bob had, for many years, served the Sports 
Club well, in administrative, playing and 
social capacities. He is married with two 
children. His colleagues presented him 
with a gold wristwatch. 

Mr. ‘Terry Irving, general assistant 
engineer, has secured a post as technical 
representative with Hepworth Iron Co., 
and resigned after eleven years’ service. 


Terry started as a junior clerk, served for 
two years with the R.A.F., Abingdon, 
as an electronics radar mechanic, returned 
as engineering clerk, and went to Harrow 


in 1956 as general assistant engineer. He 


came back to Wembley, with the merger, 
in a similar capacity. ‘Terry, who is 
married, with a young son, obtained his 
Higher National Certificate in June 1959. 
He takes with him the gift of a brief case 
and wallet. 

Mrs. Joan Henson, shorthand typist, 
who joined the Board in 1954, has left 
to take up a part-time position with 
Lloyds Bank. Joan was at one time a 
keen member of the Harrow Sports 
Committee. 

Mrs. B. Lamburn and Mrs. P. Prior, 
two of our cleaners, left recently; Miss M. 
Few, s/c assistant, joined recently, as did 
Mrs. Scott, office cleaner. 


WOOD GREEN 
New Appointments 

The following have joined the staff: 
Mr. L. E. Pike, junior clerk, Mr. R. V. 
Lee, public lighting attendant, Mrs. H. 
Smith, assistant cook and Mr. B. J. 


THE BIG LIFT 


How a consumer co-operated with us 


An example of co-operation between a consumer and Eastern Electricity occurred at Letchworth 

where K. & L. Steelfounders & Engineers Limited used their new model 10/10 mobile Jones’ 

crane to unload transformers for us. The crane, with a maximum load of 12} tons, has interesting 

features including a front and rear driving cab and a screen around the top of the jib insulated 
to 22 kVA in case of accidental contact with live overhead conductors. 
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TROPHY FOR EIGHT 


Mr. G. Strauli presenting the Donaldson Trophy to J. R. Pentelow, Area Headquarters, after a recent 


tennis tournament. The other players in the photograph are (left to right) M. E. Cook and E. J. 


Brittain, Area Headquarters; B. M. 


Riley, E. Rogers and D. Sutcliffe, Fens Sub-Area; C. Roberts, 


Area Headquarters and G. Cook, Fens Sub-Area. 


Lewington, sales representative. Mr. T. J. 
Dean, electrician, has returned from H.M. 
Forces. 


Long Service 

Mr. L. G. Marshall, battery attendant, 
has completed 20 years’ service with the 
Board and its predecessors. 


Obituary 

We report with regret the death of Mr. 
F. E. Partridge, M.M. Fred joined the 
Northmet Company in 1924, was appointed 
jointers’ mate in October, 1942, and fitters’ 
mate in September, 1952. He retired in 


January, 1954. 


BARNET 


Mr. A. W. Green, rotary sub-station 
assistant, and Mr. W. Harrison, rotary 
sub-station assistant, have retired. Mr. 
Green joined the ex-Northmet Power 
Company at Barnet in March, 1914, as a 
wireman’s mate and following service as a 
wireman, meter reader and meter fixer, was 
finally appointed rotary sub-station assist- 
ant at Finchley sub-station. Mr. Green 
is a keen gardener. 

Mr. W. Harrison joined the ex-Northmet 
Power Company at Potters Barin February, 
1941, as a meter reader, and following a 
spell in this capacity at Barnet was 
appointed rotary sub-station attendant at 
Finchley sub-station in 1957. 

Other departures include Mrs. K. 
Rockett, showroom assistant who has 
joined the staff of the South Eastern Board 
at Brighton and Mr. B. Hills, meter reader. 


Newcomers 

Mr. R. L. Ducat, assistant engineer, 
Mr. R. H. Parr, contract electrician, 
Mr. M. A. Le-Suer, meter reader and 
Messrs. P. Scherer and M. R. Battams, 
contract electricians, both from Wood 
Green. 


Promotions 
Congratulations to Messrs. C. Cookson, 


B. Hill and S. Petch on their promotions 
as jointer’s mates. 


Long Service 

Congratulations to Miss M. Pratley on 
the completion of 20 years’ service and to 
Mr. J. E. Francis who has completed 35 
years’ service. 


EDMONTON 


Arrivals 

Miss Rosemary Coster joins the clerical 
section from school and Miss J. M. 
Callcott starts her service as showroom 
assistant. 


Departures 

Mr. D. E. Newbold, assistant engineer, 
goes to sub-area office, Mr. A. F. Bristow, 
stores/wages section leader, to a similar 
post at Hornsey, and Mr. B. Hill, com- 
mercial assistant (to St. Albans as first 
assistant 1D.C.E.). 


Obituary 

The news of the death of Mr. G. Perry, 
electrical fitter’s mate, in hospital, was 
received with regret. Mr. Perry was 
twenty-five. 


Successes 

Congratulations to Miss. M. H. Welch 
on securing an E.D.A._ salesmanship 
certificate, and to Mr. J. R. Timpson 
promoted to electrician. 


HERTFORD 


Arrivals 

A welcome to Mrs. J. Spearman, a new 
revenue clerk and to Mrs. M. Moore, who 
is working on meter records. 


Departures 

Farewell to the following who have 
left the Board: Mrs. S. M. Chandler, 
Mr. R. Kentfield, Mr. D. J. Sawyer, Mr. 
C. B. Stamp, Mr. C. Lackey, Mr. L. 
Fitzjohn, Mr. H. M. Hart and Mr. H. 


Collin. Mr. John King has been appointed 


to the engineers’ dept. 
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ST. ALBANS 

Mr. George Cavill, a member of our 
sales office, assisted a policeman in St. 
Peter’s Street recently who was involved 
in a fight. He was commended by the 
magistrate for his action. George is about 
six feet tall and weighs about 13 stones. 
Examination 

Miss W. L. Church, showroom assistant 
at Hatfield, has passed her E.D.A. examina- 
tion with credit. 
Wedding 

Miss J. Pallett and Mr. Ian Kerr were 
married at Colney Heath Parish Church 
in July and Mr. L. Loveridge, the district 
senior clerk, presented the couple on 
behalf of the staff with a gift of stewpans 
and a frypan. 
Promotion 

Mr. W. R. Stokley was presented with a 
coffee percolator by Mr. J. Allen, D.C.E., 
on leaving the district to take up his new 
duties as D.C.E. at Tottenham. 
Arrivals 

Welcome to Mr. Bowman, Mr. Hill, 
Mr. Mathie, and Mrs. T'ysoe, new members 
of the staff, and a long and happy retire- 
ment to Mr. L. White (Hatfield showroom 
cleaner). 
Tennis Success 

The Northmet sub-area ladies singles 
tennis trophy was won by Miss I. Fletcher 
(stores and wages), the first time this title 
has been at St. Albans. 


TOTTENHAM 


Retirement 

Mr. R. J. W. Smith, rotary sub-station 
attendant, has retired after 183 years’ 
service in the industry. Mr. Smith joined 
‘Tottenham district in 1942 as an assistant 
rotary sub-station attendant and in July 
1947 was transferred to Wood Green 
district as a rotary sub-station attendant. 
He subsequently returned to Tottenham 
in June 1948 in a similar capacity until 
his retirement in August this year. 
Departures 

Mr. P. Steed has recently left the 
industry after five years’ service and many 
of his colleagues attended the presentation 
when Mr. J. A. Bowerman, manager, 
presented him with an electric drill. 
Arrivals 

We welcome Mr. W. Stokely upon his 
appointment at Tottenham as_ district 
commercial engineer, Mr. H. Watts upon 
his appointment as revenue section leader 
and Mr. C. Crisp, labourer, who has 
transferred from construction department. 
Miss S. J. Loveday, service centre assistant, 
has joined the industry. 


APPARATUS REPAIR DEPARTMENT 


Arrival 
Mr. Clive Chaplin, a driver. 
Farewell 
Mr. Fred Litby (telephone mechanic’s 
mate) has left after six years to join 
Radio Rentals on their construction side. 


A.R.D. Improvements ; 

At the end of July this year the new 
paint spray shop and polishing shop was 
put into use. Since before the war the 
paint sprayer has been doing excellent 
work in rather cramped and unsatisfactory 
conditions in a partitioned-off section of 
the carpenter’s shop over the D.C. station. 
With the closing of this station at the 
changeover to A.C. the old mess room on 
the ground floor has been converted to a 
spray and furniture polishing department. 


SUB-AREA OFFICE 


Arrivals 

The following have joined us: The 
Misses S. Ablitt, M. Cattermole, P. Hunt, 
S. Lamond, D. Reeve, A. Selsby, 5. 
Waldock, B. Woods and C. Flack, Messrs. 
ie Ashby, B. Ward, E. A. Hughes, J. W. 
Hammond, R. A. Jennings, B. C. Buckle, 
i lps Messenger, D. Lilley, A. Vardon and 
C. Finbow. 


Departures 

Miss B. Couch has left us. Her colleagues 
presented her with a travelling clock. 
Promotion 

Mr. G. J. Norman (secretarial). 
Success 

Mr. P. A. Jacobi has passed the final 
examination of the Corporation of Sec- 
retaries. 

Retirements 

Mr. W. R. Pilgrim, wayleave assistant, 
has retired after serving the industry for 
184 years. A present of cash was made to 
him from his colleagues. 

Weddings 

Miss Y. Girling, shorthand typist, was 
married to Mr. D. Ford at the Congrega- 
tional Church, Stowmarket. Colleagues 
presented her with a Hoover cleaner. 

Miss Y. Finch, also of the typing pool, 
married Mr. L. Moore at St. Botolph’s 
Church, Ipswich. She was the recipient 
of a dinner service from her friends. 

The wedding of Mr. C. Flinton and 
Miss S. Gage took place at St. Mary’s 
Church, Woolpit. Until her marriage 
Susan was employed as a calculating 
machine operator and Colin is in the 
engineering section (wayleaves). The staff 
presented them with a dinner service and 
two clocks. 

Miss D. Lambert, billing machine 
operator, received a coffee table and clock 
from the staff on the occasion of her 
wedding to Mr. R. Birch at Great Fin- 
borough Church. 


BURY ST. EDMUNDS DISTRICT 
Bury St. Edmunds 


Departure 

After six years as a representative Mr. 
W. Pleasance has left to take up other 
employment. Mr. H. B. Rendle presented 
him with a photographic light meter from 
the staff. 


COLCHESTER DISTRICT 
Colchester District Office 
Departure 

Mr. F. P. Reddington, meter reader, has 
resigned. 
Promotions 

Mr. J. C. Kerry from 4th to 3rd assistant 
engineer. 

Mr. H. G. Knott to deputy senior clerk. 
Long Service 

Mr. J. H. Nicholson has completed 35 
years and Mr. F. W. Brook 25 years 
service. They received awards from the 
district manager. 
Wedding 

The wedding of Mr. J. J. Murray and 
Miss M. Leyne took place at the Roman 
Catholic Church, Colchester. As a wedding 
gift from the staff Mr. Murray received a 
canteen of cutlery, the presentation being 


made by Mr. G. P. Dixon. 


IPSWICH DISTRICT 


Ipswich 
Mr. A. Sharratt, has celebrated his 62nd 
wedding anniversary. This grand old man 


SUFFOLK’S NEW ENGINEER 


Mr. C. C. Hill aati the presentation to Mr. H. Judd, on the latter’s appointment as the Suffolk 
Sub-Area engineer. 


is, we understand, the oldest retired 
member of the Eastern Electricity, having 
ii retired 21 years. He is now 85 years 
old. 

We were pleased to know that Mr. L. J. 
Hayward, caretaker at Electric House, 
had been admitted to the Order of St. 
John as a Serving Brother. This is a well- 
earned recognition of his long and splendid 
service in the Brigade. Mr. Hayward 
attended an investiture in the Grand 
Priory Church of the Order in London. 


Mr. LL. Js Haywatd is alate as a Serving 
Brother of The Order of St. John in recognition 
of his services. 
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N.E. SUFFOLK DISTRICT 
Beccles 


Arrival 

Mr. G. V. Utting from Lowestoft has 
joined as assistant engineer. 
Halesworth 
Outings 

Members of the Social Club have paid 
two visits to Great Yarmouth when the 
Wellington Pier Show and the Britannia 
Pier Theatre were attended. Both outings 
were arranged by the hon. secretary of the 
Club, Mr. J. Smith. 

Royal Show 

Mr. J. Smith, commandant of the Hales- 
worth Red Cross Detachment, was the 
leader of a team who gave first aid demon- 
strations on “Accidents of the Farm” 
One demonstration was attended by the 
Duke of Gloucester. 

An electricity pylon at Rumburgh was 
climbed recently and a flag was left 
flying on the top. The culprit has not been 
discovered, but the staff at Halesworth 
Branch are searching for clues. 


Leiston 
Arrival 
Mr. E. Storey has been engaged as an 
electrician. 
Departures 
Mr. R. J. Smith, electrician, has resigned. 
Mr. A. P. Smith has entered the R.A.F. 
for National Service. 


STOWMARKET DISTRICT 


Stowmarket 
Arrivals 

Mr. R. Harrison from Kings Lynn and 
Western District has been appointed 3rd 
assistant engineer at Stowmarket district 
office. 

Mr. P. Bacon has been appointed clerical 
assistant in the records office. 
Departure 

Mr. M. How has left following his 
appointment as 3rd assistant engineer at 


Watford. 


TENNIS, BOWLS and CRICKET 


CRICKET 


Eastern Electricity drew with the East 
Midlands Board in a cricket match at 
Leicester on an August Sunday. We 
declared at 226 when four wickets had 
gone down and East Midlands in their 
reply, knocked up 86 for a total of eight. 
Scores: 

Eastern Electricity 


A. Burgess (Suffolk), c. Andrews, b. 


Sykes ‘a ie . 51 
IF. Chilman (Fens), run out ..  @ 
N. Gunn (Chilterns), not out vs OF 
A. Garner (Fens), c. Goodenough, 

b. Martin .. ¥% - cs. ig 
J. Lloyd (Essex), b. Meal 2 


R. Bullock (Northmet) (capt.), not out 40 
Extras ., - 


Total for 4 wickets declared 226 


So : R. Shuttleworth (Norfolk), G.  Fitt 
The finalists in the area headquarters bowls pairs tournament, with Mr. H. V. Pugh who presented (Fens), R. Harvey (Essex), ele Smith 
the cup and trophies. Left to right: Mr. J. Beaumont, Mr. G. Collier (winners); Mr. Pugh, Mr. A. (Suffolk), G. Penn (Norfolk), did not bat. 

Barber and Mr. R. Stokes (runners-up). Bowling: Meal, 1 for 35; Martin, 1 for 


18; Sykes, 1 for 57. 


East Midlands Electricity 


B. Goodenough, b. Harvey .. 

J. Chamberlain, l.b.w. Smith . . 
H. Andrews, c. Fitt, b. Harvey 
E. James, c. Smith, b. Harvey 
A. Martin, st. b. Bullock 

L. Tams, b. Bullock .. 

E. Sadler, st. b. Bullock 
V. Strutt, c. Chilman, b. Bullock 
J. Sykes (capt.), not out 

G. Meal, not out 


_— 


Extras .. 


~ Ww 
mre CON O OH OMW O 


Total for 8 wickets 86 


K. Bolton did not bat. 
Bowling : Bullock, 4 for 21; Harvey, 3 for 
21; Smith, 1 for ro. 


LAWN TENNIS 


East Midlands Electricity Board played Eastern Electricity at tennis recently. Seen above are Area Win Donaldson Trophy 

the Eastern Electricity team. They are (left to right) K. W. Brown and F. G. Hamp, Chilterns Sub- 

Area; H. W. Durrant, Suffolk Sub-Area; J. R. Pentelow, Area Headquarters; G. Cook and B. M. The final match of the 1960 tournament 
Riley, Fens Sub-Area. for the Donaldson Trophy, between area 


headquarters and Fens sub-area, was played 
in ideal weather at Felixstowe during 
August, and resulted in a win for head- 
quarters by four rubbers to nil with one 
rubber unfinished and one unplayed. 
Scores (area headquarters names first): 
E. J. Brittain and M. E. Cook beat E. 
Rogers and D. Sutcliffe, 6—3, 6—2z. 
C. Roberts and E. J. Brittain, beat B. M. 
Riley and E. Rogers, 6—3, 6—2. 
J. R. Pentelow and M. E. Cook, beat G. 
Cook and D. Sutcliffe, 6—o, 6—3. 
J. R. Pentelow and E. J. Brittain, beat B. M. 
Riley and D. Sutcliff, 6—o, 6—3. 
C. Roberts and J. R. Pentelow, played B. 
M. Riley and G. Cook, 6—4,,5—7. 
‘The trophy was presented to Mr. J. R. 
Pentelow, captain of the winning team, 
by Mr. Gerard Strauli, electricity service 
manager at Felixstowe, who also presented 
individual prizes to all the players. Mr. 
Strauli has been keenly interested in the 
tournament since its inception in 1950 and 
has been a member of the winning team 


| - eg ge ) j ~ on four occasions, twice with St. Albans 
Wherstead “B”’ team receiving the Melling Trophy from Mr. H. D. B. Wood, Deputy Chairman, 


after beating Great Yarmouth by four shots (19—15). The winners (from left to right) are T. Blake, District and twice in the Ipswich District 
M. Wright, H. Constable and H. G. J. Stammers (Skip). team. 


Se 
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CARDBOARD, PASTE... AND IDEAS 


AT SUNDON 


OVER A THOUSAND POUNDS SAVED 


HE new system control building for the Chilterns 
sub-area at Sundon has probably the most up to 
date control desk in the country. 

Eastern Electricity has saved over a thousand 
pounds because they made it themselves. 

These two results stem directly from some experimental 
work with laths, sheets of cardboard, a pair of scissors and 
some drawing pins and adhesive tape by Mr. Bill Buckley, 
one of the chilterns sub-area engineers, Mr. Tony Barrow 
of the district office, and Mr. J. MacAnulla, a foreman fitter. 
Engineers have some odd jobs to do on occasion but this 
was surely the oddest; the trio occupied an upstairs office 
in the old showroom premises in Leighton Buzzard and 
locked themselves in with their cardboard . . . and their 
ideas. ‘hey made three prototypes of the desk, each about 
twelve feet long with two end pieces which formed obtuse 
angles with the main structure. It was discovered that 
unless the greatest care was exercised, the control engineers 
would have to be of unusual proportions if they were to 
reach the various instruments on the panel, so the planners 
experimented with the position of the switches, the tele- 
phones and the warning lights so that all should be within 
easy reach of the hand and the eye. Practical help was 


The Cardboard model 


obtained from Mr. Macqueen of Wherstead and eventually 
they were satisfied with their handiwork; it was given the 
blessing of Mr. Ledsom, Mr. Buckley’s immediate chief 
at Prebend Street, and of Mr. Wainwright Evans, sub-area 
engineer and there was then the little matter of translating 
the cardboard mock-up into more solid material. After 
some enquiries as to prices from organisations whose 
business it was to make such things, they called in the 
Chilterns man-of-all-work, Sam Lailey, gave him a 
dimensioned isometric drawing of what they wanted and a 
photograph of the model and told him to get busy. Sam 
works in a shed which has been converted to a workshop 
at Aylesbury and he has one assistant, Charley Jeffery; 
they operate largely with electric tools and, among other 
things, produce display material for showrooms and for 
exhibitions. "The Sundon job was a bit more complicated. 
The finish had to be of a very high standard and the working 
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Mr. Buckley Mr. Macqueen 


surface had to be as smooth as glass. Formica was used for 
the desk surface and the sides were clinker built to prevent 
any drawing of the joints. The work took several months 
and the desk has now been installed, a permanent memorial 
to the ingenuity and the skill of those who designed and 
made it. 

“System Control’ for which the desk is essential, 
represents another step in the task of unifying all the 
component parts which make up Eastern Electricity. It is 
already operating in Northmet, Essex and in Suffolk and is 
designed primarily, as are most things in the Board’s 
organisation, to improve the service which is given to the 
public. Its work is best described by example. 

Imagine, if you will, that the Luton engineer, Mr. M. W. 
Cooke, has a transformer which is over-heating, and which 
provides supply to a factory. He wants to put it out of 
service for examination and perhaps for replacement, but 
he doesn’t want to put the consumers off supply. ‘The 
control engineer, who has a complete map of the system in 
front of him, is consulted and he arranges a suitable time 
with Mr. Cooke when the repair work can be done and also 
provides an alternative supply to the consumers affected. 
System control is an information centre with communica- 
tions as its chief tool. Breakdowns are notified when they 
occur, as far as possible alternative supplies made available, 
instructions for switching given which would prevent 
consumers being cut off and all personnel concerned 
notified. Control for the sub-area is maintained at the 
moment over all the 33,000 volt lines and over the 22,000 
volt lines in the Luton district; control over the 11,000 
volt lines in the Aylesbury, Bedford, Watford and North- 
wood districts will be effective by next year. 

At the time of our visit, Mr. C. H. Bugden was the 
engineer in charge and with him was his assistant, Mr. 5. 
Robinson. We asked how communications were maintained. 

‘‘We have a private line to each district,” he said, “‘and 
in some cases we have pilot lines, that is, telephone lines 
laid when the original supply cables were put down. We 
also have the G.P.O. lines. ‘Then there is the V.H.F. radio 
by which we can call the cars and vans of all the six districts 
of the sub-area.” 

We asked if he would receive calls from individual 
consumers if their supply had been interrupted for any 
reason. 


The desk in use at Sundon Control. 


“We shall certainly get telephone calls like that,” said 
Mr. Bugden, “‘but in the case of, say, a complaint from a 
domestic consumer, we should not take immediate action 
because the fault might be due to the blowing of his own 
fuse; we are able to judge from the number and nature 
of complaints as to the action which is necessary and we get 
in touch with the engineers concerned and set all the 
machinery in motion for investigating the fault and 
repairing it.” 


Mr. Buckley interposed to emphasise that system control 
was designed to operate the system under normal con- 
ditions but provision is made for dealing with widespread 
failures. 


“If we had a major breakdown, for instance,” he said, 
“probably due to a very bad storm, the staff at system 
control would be reinforced and as soon as possible would 
call out all the people we needed to put it right in the 
shortest possible time.” 


The brick building in which system control is housed 
contains not only Eastern Electricity’s unit but also the 
control unit for the 132 and 275 kV lines owned by the 
Generating Board and the two organisations have combined 
to make life as comfortable as they can for the staff. ‘The 
control engineers work eight hours at a stretch and the 
station is manned for twenty-four hours of the day, the 
Continental twenty-four hour clock being the standard 
time-keeper. The engineers and their assistants cook their 
own meals and in the kitchen there is a modern electric 
cooker, a refrigerator and a sink unit . . . and a colour 
scheme which includes red, yellow, blue and grey! 

In addition to the 275 and 132 kV lines there are also the 
33 kV lines belonging to the Board radiating from the site 
which, incidentally, is in about as central a position as 
could be found in the sub-area. The fact that we had the 
site available was due to the foresight of Mr. Rennie Dean, 
a former engineer and manager of the Luton Corporation 
electricity undertaking, in buying the land several years 
before the war. 


BASILDON NEW 


TOWN CENTRE 


Here is a model of Basildon’s new town centre of which the 14-storey block of flats, shown on the front cover, is a 
dramatic feature. Eastern Electricity will install floor warming in the flats. 
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